June 2021

Loving Day Celebration
54th

June 12, 2021 marks the
anniversary of the landmark
Supreme Court decision that declared all laws against interracial
marriage unconstitutional in the United States. The Loving Day
name comes from the case, Loving v. Virginia (1967). You can
watch this story in the movie “Loving” on Netflix.

Richard Loving and Mildred Jeter grew up in Caroline County,
Virginia. They met when she was 11 and he was 17 and they
eventually fell in love and decided to get married. Unfortunately,
getting married was not as simple in 1958 as it was today.
Mildred was black and Richard was white. In those days there were anti-miscegenation
laws that forbade people of different races to marry each other. The word
“miscegenation” was coined in 1863 and means a mixture of race, especially marriage,
cohabitation or sexual intercourse between a white person and a member of another race.
Anti-miscegenation laws were first introduced in North America in the late seventeenth
century by several of the original thirteen colonies and subsequently by many states and
US territories. Similar laws were enforced in Nazi Germany and South Africa during
Apartheid to keep the races apart.
Even though this law was in effect in Mildred and Richard's home state of Virginia,
interracial marriage was legal in Washington, DC at that time. Therefore, they decided
to drive to DC, get married, and return to Virginia to begin their life together.

Worship Opportunities
Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA
ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND
FOLLOW THE LINKS
www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY
PHONE VIA ZOOM
8:30 Service: Call 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300
Password: 246040
10:30 Service: Call 312-626–6799
Meeting ID: 899 8049 9374
Password: 382635
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY
7:00 pm on Zoom
Visit our website and follow the link.
Or call: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015
Password: 683930
Worship resources are available on
our website anytime.

This proved to be a short-term solution. The law in Virginia not only forbade interracial
marriage ceremonies, but it also forbade interracial couples from getting married elsewhere and returning to Virginia. One night, while they were asleep, the newly married
Loving’s were awakened by the police in their bedroom. The Loving’s were taken to jail for the crime of being married.

In order to avoid prison time, the Loving’s agreed to leave Virginia for 25 years. They moved to Washington, D.C., and
began legal action by writing to U.S. Attorney General, Robert F. Kennedy and he referred the case to the American Civil
Liberties Union.
Their case went through many levels of the justice system, yet their appeal was denied every time. Eventually their case
appeared before the United States Supreme Court and the court unanimously voted in their favor. Finally, after nine years
of legal struggle, the Loving’s won the right to live together as husband and wife in their home state. In the words of Chief
Justice Earl Warren, "Under our Constitution, the freedom to marry, or not marry, a person of another race resides within
the individual and cannot be infringed on by the State."
The couple returned to their home in Virginia with their 3 children. In 1975, Richard Loving died in a car accident and Mildred
Loving died on May 5, 2008 at the age of 68.
The Loving's case not only won them their freedom to love, but it also granted the same freedom to every interracial couple in
every state in America. At the time of the Loving decision, sixteen states from Delaware to Texas had laws banning interracial
couples.
This ended a long era of laws that were enforced in forty-two states over the course of American history. These laws did not
only apply to black people and white people; many states also restricted white people from having relationships with Asians,
Native Americans, Indians, Hispanics, and other ethnic groups.
The freedom to love is something most of us take for granted. Like many other freedoms, the right for interracial couples to
be together was fought for and won as a part of our civil rights. Many people see this as the longest-lasting part of the legal
segregation that used to rule our nation. The Loving’s, like Rosa Parks, played an important role in freeing us from laws that
punished people for no other reason than the color of their skin.
Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
Loving Day is not an officially recognized United States holiday despite attempts to make it so. Loving Day is the biggest
multiracial celebration in the United States.
Even though this court battle was won in 1967, the struggle for marriage equality continues in our own day. The Supreme
Court in June of 2015 decided that it was lawful for same gendered couples to marry in our nation, yet we still see the backlash
of this decision in many other countries and in our religious institutions, many of which still prohibit lesbian, gay, bi-sexual,
transgender and queer people from having their marriages performed in or blessed by various Christian denominations. Our
Episcopal Church, however, supports, encourages, blesses and joins all couples in holy matrimony.
So, what does all this have to do with our Christian faith? The answer is EVERYTHING!
Our God commands us to love everyone – our neighbors, our enemies, ourselves, the undocumented alien, the widow, the
poor, the sick, the imprisoned, the hungry, the homeless, those who share our political and religious perspectives and beliefs,
and those who do not, those who look and talk like us and those who do not, those who love like us and those who do not. In
other words, we cannot pick and choose who we decide
to love, God says love EVERYBODY, no exceptions!
Hence, our mandate is to walk alongside everyone who is
oppressed, marginalized and unloved in our society. This
is the meaning of Paraclete, or as we heard on Pentecost,
the Holy Spirit. And we have been given a voice by this
same Spirit to boldly proclaim the Love of Jesus for all
humankind. This includes advocating for those whose
voice is not being heard.
May our LOVING God give us the strength, courage and
boldness to be LOVING witnesses in our own day, just as
Richard and Mildred Loving were in their day!
Blessings,
Pastor Steve

B&G Spring Cleanup
Saturday, June 5th from 8:30 - 11:00
Please come dressed for outdoors and
bring rakes, brooms, pruners, smiles, leaf
bags, leaf blowers, and hand gardening
tools for weeding. Hope to see you
there!

Through the “Grace” of God....
We hope the remembrance of our Confirmation vows was as meaningful
to you as it was to Ann and me. Until we can meet in person, our monthly
service will concentrate on prayerful remembrance of that month’s
celebration.
The banquet is still on as of this writing for October 24, 2021!
Tickets will be available late August. Hopefully, we will not be on
restrictions for the total amount of people. And that it is the best fall
day any of us has seen!
God’s continued Blessings upon you and yours
Tish Germain and Ann Strevel
Co-Chairs
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A Message from Amy Saari, Music Minister
PENTECOST PERSPECTIVE
I write these words a day after our amazing outdoor service for Pentecost. If you were there, you will recall the Sun’s fire and
the gentle breeze bringing the Spirit’s signature heat and wind to our service. Because I carelessly got a sunburn, I could say that
I was touched by a tongue of fire myself, but I have to say the really spirited one among us was our priest. Pastor Steve spoke with
passion and courage in his sermon, and the biggest thing I took away from it was his discussion of the Holy Spirit as the Advocate.
It made me wonder, what is it that motivates a person to advocate for someone? Love is an easy but vague answer. Social bonds?
Often, yes. But social bonds have hierarchies, with familial bonds being the most closely held and prized. It’s easy and expected to
be an advocate for someone in your family. But here is where I am reminded of our priest’s sermon on Love just a couple of weeks
back, when he challenged us all to say “I love you” to someone outside your family.
I can hear a parallel call for us to be advocates of those outside our family as well. But when I say “outside your family,” I also mean
outside of your race, your social status, your denomination, your religion, your marital status, your gender and sexual identity. Can
we be advocates for these?
First of all, consider that the Holy Spirit already is their Advocate. And maybe the Advocate is speaking to us on their behalf, for an
end to oppression and inequality. And rather than getting defensive and smug about “we’re already doing good stuff,” how about
we actually listen for what is really communicated in the Spirit’s breath when we listen to people, when we give them attention
and acknowledgment of their humanity?
This means listening in difficult conversations about race, religion, and gender without judgment, without intent to convert or to
invite them to church, without any agenda. Some have wondered why people are leaving churches - I will tell you right now, it’s
because they’re not heard, respected or accepted for who they are and what they believe. (That’s the short answer. I can give a
longer answer if you invite me for brunch.)
I would love to think that a sense of shared humanity is enough for us to advocate for each other regardless of our bonds, but we
get caught up in our own righteousness all the time. It’s that smug defensiveness again, that sense of “I’m already a good Christian!” that actually masks or dismisses what’s really going on for us, and gets in the way of us really being advocates for each other;
and I’d say it gets in the way of the Spirit advocating for us too.

Anyway, those were my musings on the sermon for Pentecost. Oh! Forgot one thing: I wanted to affirm Pastor Steve’s words and
say “Amen” to Pentecost being untouched by commercialism and cultural saturation! It was a truly beautiful thing to see the
outdoor altar decorated so nicely and all the details attended to for a day that Christians can just simply own and enjoy together
without the need for cultural saturation. I’ll be checking on the progress of those red geraniums in the weeks to come.
Amy
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June Birthdays
Dean Hindman 6-3
Mike Oravec 6-7
Anita Ketterer 6-11
David Lau 6-17
Kent Schwandt 6-25
Amy Saari 6-27

Tuesdays at 7:00 pm on Zoom
Visit our website and
follow the link.
Or call: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015
Password: 683930
“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack

If your wallet has any dollar bills with
B on them, please pass them along to
help us fill backpacks with weekend
food for hungry
Mt. Clemens students.
Recommended Donations

Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and Fruits,
Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly,
Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken, Spaghettios,
Hamburger Helper, Instant Mashed Potatoes,
Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal, Applesauce in Cans

Currently
COMMUNITY SUPPERS
Wednesdays and Sundays at 4:30 pm, take-out only
GRACE FOOD PANTRY
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Curbside distribution.

Grace Episcopal Church Staff
Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik
Cell: 203-641-2068
Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari

Grace Episcopal Church
115 South Main Street, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043
Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162
Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com
Website: www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday10:00 am-4:00pm

2021 Vestry
Pam Sherry, Senior Warden
Jim Smith, Junior Warden,
Karen Davenport, Kris Eckert,
Ann Farrell, Brooke Lau, Martha Houser,
Marilee Racine, Tom Stotz
Treasurer: Tish Germain • Clerk: Tom Stotz

