
  

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
  A Protestant church in the worldwide 

 Anglican Communion.  

A LITURGY FOR HOME  
 

When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church 
 

Easter VII,  May 24, 2020 

Before the Service — Speak quietly to God 
During the Service — Let God speak to you 
After the Service — Speak to one another 

 
Opening Hymn:  Christ the Lord is Ris’n (Listen to this hymn on our website) 

 
THE WORD OF GOD  
 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 
Risen Christ, your agony on the cross was the birth pangs of a new creation: Give us the courage of the wom-
en who first discovered your empty tomb, that we may marvel with them at the wonder and glory of your res-
urrection and proclaim that glory to others. We ask this, Christ our Lord. AMEN.  
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant: May God be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
 
Celebrant: Let us pray.  
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your king-
dom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us 
to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.  
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THE LESSONS 
 

The First Reading   
 
Acts 1:6-14 
 
When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or peri-
ods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing 
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room up-
stairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thom-
as, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas 
son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with cer-
tain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
The Response   
 
Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 
Exsurgat Deus 
 

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 
let those who hate him flee before him. 

2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 
let them also be merry and joyful. 

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 
exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 
YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 
God in his holy habitation! 

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 
but the rebels shall live in dry places. 

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 
when you marched through the wilderness, 

8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 
at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 
you refreshed the land when it was weary. 

10 Your people found their home in it; * 
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 

33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 
sing praises to the Lord. 
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34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 

35 Ascribe power to God; * 
his majesty is over Israel; 
his strength is in the skies. 

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! 
Blessed be God! 

 
 
 
The Second Reading   
    
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, 
as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing 
Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is re-
vealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glo-
ry, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in 
due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, 
keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone 
to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in 
all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a 
little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will him-
self restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church . 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN:  Jesus Loves Me (Listen to the hymn on our website) 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, from John 17:1-11 
 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may 
glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you 
have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now,  
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world  
existed. 
 
”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is 
from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their be-
half; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in 
your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you Lord Christ  
 
 
The Homily:  The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik (Listen to this sermon on our website) 
 
 

We observe a brief silence for reflection. 
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The Affirmation of our Faith 
 
 
At the Early Service: The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God,  

The Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  
By the power of the Holy Spirit,  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day, he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

And his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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At the Later Service:  The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I give my heart to God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I give my heart to Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried, 

And descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I give my heart to the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic and apostolic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
Christ is risen – Alleluia!  
 
In the confidence of the resurrection we now pray in our Savior’s name for all of God’s people throughout 
the world, saying: Awake, O Sleeper, rise from death, 
And Christ will give you life!  
 
Bring newness and change to your church, O God, that we might serve you with courage and grace. Awake, 
O Church, rise from death, 
And Christ will give you life!  
 
Bring newness and change to your world, O God, that all might know the goodness of your love. Awake, O 
World, rise from death, 
And Christ will give you life!  
 
Bring newness and change to our nation, O God, that each person might share with and honor the other. 
Awake, O People, rise from death, 
And Christ will bring you life!  
 
Bring newness and change for the suffering, especially Ena, Sid, Cynthia, Michelle, Jeff, Samantha,  
Sirune, Odin, Thor, Genevieve, Rosy, Cindy, Deborah, Jeanne, Michelle, Pam, Liz, Janice, Nina, 
Charlotte, Suzanne, Pam Z, Sue, Frank, Jean, Terry,  Joan, Brenda, Sabrina, Barbara, Frank,  
Wendy, Barb, Carol, Candy. 
Are there others? 
 
That they might know your saving help. Awake, O Sorrowful, rise from death,  
And Christ will give you life!  
 
Bring newness and change to even the departed, O God, that they might forever grow in your likeness. 
Awake, O Saints, rise from death, 
And Christ will give you life!  
 
Bring newness and change O God, for people all around the world who are suffering because of the corona-
virus: the sick, the dying, the caregivers, the unemployed, and the families, that we might grow together in 
faith and hope. Awake, O Soul, rise from death, 
And Christ will give you life!  
 
Awake, O Sleeper, rise from death, for Christ has burst forth from the tomb, making all things new. Rise and 
live, says the Lord. This day God has made for life and all joy! 
Alleluia, Amen!  
 
 
CONCLUDING COLLECT  
Hear our prayers O God, for whom we pray, and give us peace in this time of our paschal rejoicing, in your 
risen Son, Jesus, our exalted one. Amen.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Friends in Christ, during this time of social distancing, we are not able to celebrate the Eucharist 
together. Many of us are feeling what St. Thomas Aquinas describes as an “ardent desire to receive 
Jesus in the most holy sacrament and lovingly embrace him.” We are aware of this absence and our 
yearning for the real presence of Christ in that same experience we share with followers of Christ 
throughout the ages. Until we meet again in community we can practice a different Christian tradi-
tion in the practice of spiritual communion. We will now pray the prayer for spiritual communion 
from the Prayer Book for the Armed Services. 

 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Priest The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
 
Priest Let us pray: In union, O God, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where 

the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. 
We remember your death, Lord Christ; We proclaim your resurrection; We await your com-
ing in glory. Since we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, 
we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your 
grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, 
in this life and in the life to come.  

People Amen.  
 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 
Second Service:  Listen to the pre-recorded Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Blessing 
 
People Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:  If You Believe and I Believe  (Listen to this song on our website) 
 
The Dismissal  
 
Priest The Peace of the Lord be always with you. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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2020 US CENSUS 

Keep an eye out for your US Census form and make sure to fill it out and send it in.  Information you 
provide is always kept confidential, and it is critical to the community that everyone is counted. 

 
NEW INFORMATION? 

 Have you moved?  Gotten rid of your landline? Changed your phone number?   
Please let the office know — 586-465-4573 or gracemtclemens@yahoo.com. 

 

The CHILDREN’S CORNER 

From the committee for “Enfolding our Children into Worship” 

THIS WEEK’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 

May 24 — Knowing Jesus in a new way — Easter VI 
 

The season of Easter extends the experience of Easter Sunday for six weeks but also helps prepare for the 
coming of Pentecost.  This period is a transition between Jesus’ earthly ministry and the coming of the Holy 
Spirit.  It is a time when the disciples and others began to know Jesus in a new way.  He is neither simply hu-
man nor simply spiritual.  He is completely both in a way that is anything but simple.  Our focus here is on 

Jesus’ followers, as they experienced the fearful wonder and astonishment of this transition time.  In all of the 
appearances there is at least an implied call to mission.  The disciples were commissioned to spread the good 
news of the reality they experienced during the transition and in Pentecost.  This week’s presentation focuses 

on  Known in Waiting.  It is the story of The Ascension.  After blessing each one he withdrew and a cloud 
took him out of sight.  As they stood looking up into the sky for what they could no longer see, they felt silly. 

As they returned to Jerusalem they knew they had to wait.  What was this Holy Spirit he said was coming? 
How would they know it when it arrived?  

The Prayers of this Congregation 
 

For all refugees, especially those at our southern border; for the farmers across our country who are  
struggling; for Bonnie Perry, our Bishop, for Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael Curry,  
our Presiding Bishop; Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., our retired bishop; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the  

Diocese of the Dominican Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA 
Bishop, SE Michigan Synod; Craig Satterlee, ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod; Stewart Wood, 
our retired bishop; and our whole diocesan household, including Holy Comforter in Dajabon DR, St. Luke’s 

in Allen Park, St. Paul’s in Lansing; for Donald, our President, and all members of Congress. 

For Ena Pederson, Sid Stayler, Cynthia Burdie, Michelle, Jeff & Samantha, Sirune, Odin & Thor, Genevieve 
& Rosy, Cindy, Deborah Pinto, Jeanne Nowak, Michelle Wisneski, Pam Sherry, Liz Morehouse, Janice 

Kibler, Nina DiGaetano, Charlotte Kalligeros, Suzanne Johnson, Pam Zawierucha, Sue Schlanbusch,  
Brenda Steinberger-Domienik, Sabrina, Frank & Barbara Davenport, Joan Donald, Jean & Terry Hitchcock, 

Frank Laura, Wendy, Barb Keranen, Carol Bales, Candy Dixon. 
 

Please note:  Names will remain on the prayer list for one month.   
In order to add someone or keep someone on  the prayer list, please fill out a new prayer card  

(from the back of the pews) and place it in the offering tray. 
 

Do you know someone who is ill?  Please contact the office and we will add them to the prayer list. 
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Officiant:  The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik 
Cell: 203-641-2068 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan 
Ms. Amy Saari, Minister of Music  

115 South Main Street, Mt Clemens, MI 48043 
 Office 586-465-4573   Fax 586-463-9162 

Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com  
Visit us on the web at 

 www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 

 
The MINISTRIES of GRACE CHURCH 

Currently 
 

 WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Morning Prayer: On our website each Sunday 
 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
 

Community Suppers:  
 

Wednesdays at 4:00, take-out meals only 
 

Father Bob’s Food Pantry: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 10 am -12 noon, curbside pickup 

Serving from 250 - 350 people every month 
 

All outreach ministries welcome volunteers,  
financial donations, or food and clothing donations. 

 
Call  the office to learn about helping or giving: 

586-465-4573 

Grace’s Income and Expenses                                 Capital Campaign 

April total expenses:  $18,572.64   May pledge income: $13,715.17 

April  total income:    $25,423.44   May outreach income: $2,665.10
       

        May rental income:   $1,590.00 

 

Goal for 2020-22:  $150,000.00 

Pledged to date:       $50,250.00 

Received to date:     $15,500.00 

Would you be interested in worship or meeting opportunities online or by phone on Zoom?, 

Evening Prayer, Bible Study, Adult Christian Formation, Book Club 

Go to our website at gracechurchmtclemens.org 

or call the office at 586-465-4573 if you would like to  

participate in any of these options, or if you have other suggestions. 


