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A CHRISTMAS CAROL 

 
In my sermon on the first Sunday of Advent, I made the comparison  
of how our church is entering  a season of waiting patiently for  
Christmas to come while our society is currently in the middle of the 
Christmas season as we are surrounded by all of the decorations,  
music, advertisements, gift buying and holiday movies. I also stated 
how my wife and I have already watched several of the Christmas  
classics as well as some contempory ones. Even though our national 
and church celebrations of Christmas are very different, there is  

certainly overlap between them, so I wanted to reflect on an example of how these two  
compliment one another. Our focus will be on the Charles Dickens classic novel, A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL that was turned into a movie.  
 
This story is so intertwined in our culture that most people associate the name Scrooge with 
anyone who is grumpy, stingy, greedy or dismissive of the holiday season. Yet, this tale is a 
good metaphor for our Advent season because it reminds us that the past, present and future 
all come together in one transformative night, i.e., in the birth of Jesus.  
 
If we view the Dickens novel through the lens of our Christian story, we are reminded that  
if Scrooge can be redeemed in spite of his narcissim, negative world view and how badly he 
treated people then we also may find redemption! In order to be liberated, however, Scrooge 
has to face his past, present and his future with the help of three different ghosts. This looking 
in the mirror brings him joy, pain and fear.  
 
The first ghost is his deceased business partner, Jacob Marley who challenges Ebenezer’s view 
about business and money. Marley laments the fact that he focused his earthly existence on 
the accumulation of wealth. He states that his real business in life should have been promoting charity, mercy and goodness to all  
people, looking out for the common good. He tells Scrooge to change his ways or else he will be tied down with chains in hell for all 
eternity.  
 
Unfortunately, Ebenezer’s only love in the world is money, and he shuns everyone and everything else. The truth is that we cannot 
serve both God and money and we are reminded of this in the way Jesus came into the world: poor, in a stable and surrounded by the 
lower classes of people – the shepherds. Scrooge, however, is not yet ready to let go of his love affair with money.  
 
So the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present and Future all visit Scrooge and show him various situations and how dire things will be if he 
continues on his own greedy journey. Scrooge also realizes that if he changes his thinking and behavior that he would have a positive 
impact on people and those situations he observed would be transformed. The miracle of Christmas is that God knew how things were 
in this world and still made the decision to enter into the human condition as one of us. The Incarnation of God made flesh in Jesus 
helped show us our past, present and our future through the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  
 
We have been given the same gift that Scrooge received: the opportunity to let go of our selfish desires and do some good in the 
world. Scrooge was redeemed through hope, love, peace and joy – the same things that come to us in Jesus. If you haven’t viewed  
A CHRISTMAS CAROL recently, I would encourage you to look up a version you haven’t seen and watch it during our Advent season. 
You may be surprised to see how this story fits into our Christian life and faith. This experience may also change what Christmas  
looks, feels like and means to you! 
 

Advent Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Call   312-626–6799 
Meeting ID: 899 8049 9374 

Password: 382635 
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 
PLEASE NOTE: Christmas Eve worship 
is being planned, more information 

will be coming soon. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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A Note from our Music Minister, Amy Saari 
 

I have a daily gratitude practice, where I get on a morning text with a close friend 
and we share three things that we’re thankful for. We’ve been doing this for 
weeks, and it has noticeably improved our outlook on each coming day. The 
things we share don’t have to be huge things; many times we say we’re thankful 
for the cup of coffee we’re having, our colored pen collections, or whatever little 
thing just gives us joy. We certainly include the big things too, like our spouses 
and full fridges and democracy working. And we don’t mind reruns; in fact, many 
times I have expressed gratitude for my communities…including Grace. Right 
now, as we’re coming out of the weirdest Thanksgiving of memory, I want to 
take the opportunity to share that I’ve been happy to put Grace’s community, 
and the choir, on my gratitude list multiple times. A lot of what tops my list is 
what comes from community and family, and you are all a part of it. So let me 
also give my thanks to you, for your support of the music ministry in this chal-
lenging year. Doing music for you has kept me connected during times of isola-
tion, and I pray that having music in the services and on the website has done 
the same for you. As we round the corner into Christmas, I want to keep on the 
same track—not just doing music but also doing the gratitude practice, because 
the daily challenges are still there. And Advent is upon us. So please accept my 
thanks and appreciation, and feel free to make sharing gratitudes with loved 
ones a thing that happens more than once a year. —Amy  

GIVING IN THE TIME OF  
CORONAVIRUS 

Even though we are not meeting for Sun-
day worship we encourage you  

to continue giving to Grace and its  
ministries.   

You can give online through a link on  
our website at 

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org.   
Or, you can mail a check to:   

 Grace Episcopal Church,  115 S. Main 
Street,  Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

You can also set up a regular debit  
withdrawal from your bank, please  

call our office 586-465-4573 for more 
 information.  

A Big Thank You to our very generous 
neighbors at Covalent Resource Group 
 

When the pandemic sent many of us home to 
work remotely this year, Covalent Resource 
Group, our friendly neighbors across NB Gratiot, 
came up with a clever and resourceful use for 
their empty office space:  They created a study 
pod for a group of girls who needed a safe, 
clean, socially distanced space where they could study and attend classes  
remotely.  Parents take turns supervising and supporting them in the two  
rooms, one for older students, one for younger ones.  Since Covalent believes 
businesses should play a part in supporting their communities, we at Grace have 
become acquainted with them, as they have generously donated to our outreach 
from time to time over the last couple of years.  So, when they were looking for 
opportunities to instill those values in the girls in their study pod, they needed 
look no further than across the street to Grace.  Over the last few weeks, the 
girls have baked piles of yummy treats for our Sunday Supper guests as well as 
the Thanksgiving supper hosted by a group of doctors from McLaren, and held a 
food drive for our Pantry.   Thank you, CRG students and parents for your hard 
work and generosity! 
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SAPH FAMILY DONATES FISH SCULPTURE TO GRACE 
 
For the past year Grace has been hosting a metal sculpture of a fish in front of our building. This was made  
possible through Macomb Cultural & Economic Partnership (MCEP) a nonprofit organization a few blocks  
from Grace. This is the third year of this program that was designed to enhance the cultural and economic  
impact in the city. Even during a pandemic, people can take a leisurely walk around town and enjoy each  
of the sculptures while social distancing.  
 
The sculptures are sponsored for one year by different organizations and MCEP officials arrange for the  
pieces to be placed in various parts of the city. Ed Bruley is the agency representative who has been working 
with Grace.  
 
Our year was up in October and the Pescado art piece was scheduled to be moved, but we were blessed to 
have the Saph family pay for the sculpture and donate it to Grace! We will now have this beautiful piece of 
art permanently adorning our property and Grace will be listed on the walking sculpture tour for years to 
come! 
 

Thank you to Stephen, Julie and their son Stephen, Jr. for this remarkable gift!  
 

Our vestry would like to give everyone an opportunity to name the fish so we are inviting you to  
participate in a naming activity. Please submit your proposed name for the fish to our church office  
either by email or regular mail by January 8th.  Our vestry will be meeting on January 14th and will  

select a name from the prosed list.  
 

We would like this to also be a fundraising event for our outreach programs so we are asking that  
you include a $10 donation for each name that you propose! The winning name will be announced  

at our annual meeting at the end of January! 

 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
Sunday, December 13 @ 4:00 pm 

On Zoom— visit our website and follow the link. 
We enter into this service bringing our sadness, grief, loss and pain to hold up 

those who are struggling financially, emotionally, spiritually or physically.  
Please join us. 

Stephen Saph, Jr. 

Delivery of The Fish 

Julie & Stephen Saph with 

Pastor Steve 

Advent Book Study 
 

Join us on Wednesdays in Advent (Dec. 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd at 7pm) for an  
interactive book study with Bishop Perry and Sister Veronica Mary. Together, we 

\will read The Fire Next Time, a classic and powerful examination of racial injustice 
and its impact on both individuals and the fabric of our communities by  

James Baldwin.You can find this book at your local libraies and bookstores, online, 
and in e-book and audiobook format. 

During the Zoom sessions, Bishop Perry and Sister Veronica will discuss four  
sections of the book, then open the floor for questions, thoughts, and discussion. 

 

ADVENT BOOK STUDY SESSION #1 
Dec. 2nd, at 7pm, Live on Zoom 

Join us online at: 
https://edomi-org.zoom.us/j/83480062405?pwd=c21sVm5xZERnWTlQTjVIeEVjWjZpUT09 

Passcode: 458272 
Or, call 929-436-2866, then enter Meeting Id: 834 800 624 05# 

Background Materials 
NPR Podcast – James Baldwin’s Fire (45 min listen) 

https://www.worldcat.org/libraries
https://www.indiebound.org/indie-store-finder
https://bookshop.org/books/the-fire-next-time/9780679744726
https://books.google.com/books/about/The_Fire_Next_Time.html?id=1c1Iz75PaggC
https://bookshop.org/books/the-fire-next-time/9781504772570
https://edomi-org.zoom.us/j/83480062405?pwd=c21sVm5xZERnWTlQTjVIeEVjWjZpUT09
https://www.npr.org/2020/09/14/912769283/james-baldwins-fire


Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  

Cell: 203-641-2068  
Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  

 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

Parish Administrator: Donna Hodgson  
 

2020 Vestry  
 

Pam Sherry, Sr. Warden 
Jim Smith, Jr. Warden 

Rosemary Berger, Charlie Carroll,  
Gay Gillespie, Martha Houser,  

Tom Stotz,  Nicki Urban,  
Treasurer: Janet Seewald • Clerk: Tom Stotz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays and Sundays at 4:30 pm, take-out only 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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Grace Episcopal Church 
115 South Main Street, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162 
Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com 

Website: www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday10:00 am-4:00pm 

December Birthdays 

Deborah Chapman 12/2 
Stephen Saph 12/2 
Josh Dulin 12/6 
Earlene Gardner 12/7 
Linda Satterly 12/10 
Donna Oakley 12/16 
Dolora Paull 12/17 
Beckie Murphy 12/19 
Madonna Krueger 12/20 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE  

A blood drive will be held on  

Thursday, December 17 

from 10 am until 4 pm here at Grace.  Visit Red-

cross.org to schedule online (enter 48043 in the 

Find a Blood Drive box and select Grace, then choose a  

convenient time for your donation).   

Recommended Donations 
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and Fruits, 

Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly, 
Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken, Spaghettios, 

Hamburger Helper, Instant Mashed Potatoes, 
Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal, Applesauce in Cans 

 

BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK UPDATE 
 

Mount Clemens Schools have resumed on site attendance, but 
students that prefer to remain remote are permitted to do so.  
The Director of Food Services is organizing food distribution for 
all students and has agreed to include our bags with her distribu-
tion upon establishing her procedure.  It was not yet in place for 
the month of October.  The count for this school year has been 
less than 100 per week.  We are currently able to fulfill packing 
without additional help, but we expect the number to increase as 
we proceed with the school year.  We encourage everyone to 
continue submitting “B” Dollars and other funds for our ministry.  
We will share further updates as they occur. 
 

Michael and Donna Oakley 

Tuesdays at 7:00 pm on 
Zoom 

Visit our website and  
follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015   

Password: 683930 

ABOUT LOVE IS THE WAY 
Walk the path of love with one 
of the warmest, most beloved 
spiritual leaders of our time, 
and learn how to put faith into 
action. 
 
As the descendant of slaves and 
the son of a civil rights activist, 
Bishop Michael Curry’s life illustrates massive changes in our 
times. Much of the world met Bishop Curry when he deliv-
ered his sermon on the redemptive power of love at the royal 
wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle at Windsor Cas-
tle. Here, he expands on his message of hope in an inspira-
tional road map for living the way of love, illuminated with 
moving lessons from his own life. Through the prism of his 
faith, ancestry, and personal journey, Love Is the Way shows 
us how America came this far and, more important, how to 
go a whole lot further. 

Brooke Lau 12/21 
Kirsten Blackburn 12/25 
Fred Chapman 12/25 
Beth Gage 12/29 


