
March 2020 

ABSALOM JONES 
 

You have probably heard it said that February is “Black History Month”, but I say to you that 
Black History is American History and any month is appropriate to talk about it, so that is why I 
am writing about this very important priest, pastor and prophet in March, even though our 
Episcopal Church officially celebrates him on February 13th every year.  
 

Absalom Jones was born into slavery in Delaware in 1746. Jones taught himself to read in his 
early teens from the New Testament and from books he purchased by saving pennies given to him by visitors to his 
master’s home.  At the age of sixteen, Absalom was sold off from his family and was taken to Philadelphia by his new 

owner.  Jones worked as a clerk in his owner’s store by day but was allowed to work for himself and attend an all-black school at night that 
was operated by Quakers.  
 

In 1770, Jones married another slave, but seven years later through hard work he was able to buy his wife’s freedom. In addition, he was 
able to save enough to purchase his own freedom in 1784.   
 

Jones was an active member of St. George’s Methodist Episcopal Church in Philadelphia and served as lay preacher for the black members 
of the congregation.  Because of his evangelistic efforts people of color increased by tenfold in that church. Unfortunately, the white mem-
bers did not appreciate this growth so the ushers physically tried to segregate the black congregants to the balcony at a service in Novem-
ber 1786. Jones and all the other people of African descent promptly left that church never to return.  
 

A few months later in April, this group led by Absalom Jones and Richard Allen subsequently founded the Free African Society. Members of 
this organization met regularly and paid dues which were used to benefit those in need. This organization was crucial in caring for the sick 
and dying of Philadelphia when a yellow fever epidemic swept the city in 1793.   
 

This group was formally received into the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania on October 17, 1794 and renamed St. Thomas African Episco-
pal Church - the first black Episcopal parish in the United States.  Bishop William White ordained Jones a deacon in the Episcopal Church in 
1795 and as priest in 1804.  Jones was the first Episcopal priest of African ancestry in the United States.  
 

Absalom Jones preached against the laws of the land that made people of color into property. He like Jesus understood that the law was 
directly impeding God’s mission in the world – loving and treating all people equally and unconditionally. Jones led the black community in 
petitioning the Pennsylvania State Legislature for the abolition of slavery in 1799 and in 1800 he sent a similar message to the United 
States Congress.  
 

Throughout his life, Jones used his time, talent, position and resources to speak out 
against the evils of slavery. He walked with the outcast, the despised and the poor people 
of his day just as Jesus did. Jones worked tirelessly to address the obstacles that the law 
put in the way of human relationships, to help people understand how God wants us to 
live and treat each other. 
 

I believe that Absalom Jones is a perfect example of how we as followers of Jesus can 
work together to build up the Beloved Community of God here on earth. Please join us 
in the Guild Room on the Sunday mornings in March between the services from 9:25 – 
10:15 am to engage in these types of empowering conversations! 
 

I would like to close with the collect that is assigned for Jones’ feast day. It is not used at 
our regular Sunday worship so you would only hear it if you attended the special diocesan 
service that was held in his honor on February 23rd at our cathedral. I believe this prayer 
holds a strong message for all of us.  
 

Set us free, heavenly Father, from every bond of prejudice and fear: that, honoring the 
steadfast courage of your servant Absalom Jones, we may show forth in our lives the  
reconciling love and true freedom of the children of God, which you have given us in  
our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.   
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 

Worship Opportunities 

All are Welcome 
 

Sunday, March 1 
8:30 am Holy Communion 
10:30 am Holy Communion, with Music 
 

Sunday, March 8 
8:30 am Holy Communion 
10:30 am Holy Communion, with Music 
 

Sunday, March 15 
8:30 am Holy Communion 
10:30 am Holy Communion, with Music 
 

Sunday, March 22 
8:30 am Holy Communion 
10:30 am Holy Communion, with Music 
 

Sunday, March 29 
8:30 am, Holy Communion 
10:30 am, Holy Communion with Music 
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March Birthdays 
 

DIANN SIMMONS  3/4 
RACHEL GRAHAM  3/6 
NINA DIGAETANO  3/8 
PAM STOTZ  3/11 
LINDA STEVENS  3/12 
SCOT LAU  3/16 
ERNIE SIMON  3/21 
SHIRLEY RUMPEL  3/22 
DEBORAH WARNER  3/24 
GWEN SARNS  3/25 
NANCY JOHNSON  3/27 
CHRISTA CARPENTER  3/31 

It was truly “Through the Grace of God” that on February 16, we were able to celebrate all the weddings that 
have been held here.  We had 21 couples renew their vows to each other as they did on their wedding day.  A 
few other couples that are members of our parish now also received a blessing.  
Pastor Steve conducted a lovely service and blessing of the cou-
ples.  He then delivered a wonderful sermon on the history of St. 
Valentine and explained how Valentine’s Day came to be as we 

know it today.   On our website we received this message” Thanks so much for 
making my parents so happy today All of us children were baptized confirmed and mar-
ried at Grace Church My parents were married therein 1951 Our weddings took place in 
1976. 1979. 1985. 1987 Thank you, Susan Heins  
I hope everyone in attendance enjoyed the service as much as Ann Strevel and I en-
joyed planning this event together.  Now we are looking forward to March 15, when we 
will celebrate all of our ministries and those who work so hard to make them possible.    
  
Tish Germain 

A Note from Amy Saari, Music Minister 
 

I’ve been on a composing streak lately, and I’m excited to share a new original song for Lent. 
 

This theme flows directly from Grace’s welcoming spirit - we 
are all a part of Love’s design, not perfect but beloved. And 
it’s easy for this idea to get lost in the midst of everything we 
try to keep up with in our lives, both in and out of the church. 
We get so hung up on perfection and doing things right that 
we forget how simple Christ’s love is - not a thing to earn or 
be worthy of, but to simply enjoy whenever two or three are 
gathered in His name.  
 

No one needs to be perfect to belong to Grace, or to belong 
to the body of Christ. All we need is for our love to be real, and freely given. Not perfect, but visible, and tangible. Not 
dressed up in Biblical language but shown with caring hands.  
 

Lent reminds us of our imperfections. It’s a time to accept them, to acknowledge them as part of our humanity. We don’t 
reflect on them to put ourselves down, but to lift ourselves up in response to the grace given us. We remember the grace 
that lets us be who we are, love who we are, and love others with the same radical acceptance. And then we can see 
ourselves as not perfect but loved, all by Love’s design. 
 

After looking at the above song, one of my singers said in rehearsal, “Yep, that’s us!” Yep, not perfect but loved as a 
choir, and as people. Let’s have this notion relax us a little bit, so that our  focus on perfection doesn’t distract us from 
what really matters, what’s right in front of us, the not perfect but human life we’re given. We can love ourselves and  
others a little easier.  
Amy 

Not perfect but loved 
Is this soul of mine 
Not perfect but loved 
Is this Love’s design 
When I fall, or break, or need to ease my mind 
Not perfect but loved, not perfect but loved, 
Not perfect but loved is this soul of mine. 

 
Breakfast with Bishop Bonnie A. Perry ~Episcopal Diocese of Michigan 

Please join St. Anne's Mead and Christ Church Cranbrook for an  
inspirational, interfaith morning with the 11th Bishop of the Episcopal 

Diocese of Michigan, The Rev. Dr. Bonnie A. Perry, who will be  
ordained in February 2020. Bishop-elect Perry has joined the St. Anne's 

Mead Board of Trustees, and we look forward to introducing her to 
many of you at our 4th Annual Breakfast with the Bishop!  

Proceeds benefit the St. Anne's Mead Angel Fund for residents facing 
economic hardship, often at the end of life.    

 
WHEN:  Friday, May 15, 2020 | 8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m 
WHERE: *Detroit Athletic Club | 241 Madison Ave. | Detroit, MI 48226 | 
Valet & Self-Parking Available 

For information, contact Peggy K. Good-
win pgoodwin@stannesmead.org. 

Celebration  Date 

Ministries (Church) Mar 15 2020 

Confirmation Anniversary April 19 2020 

Mother's Day  May 17 2020 

Father's Day  June 21 2020 

1870 Mass  July 19 2020 

Future Worship  Aug 16 2020 

Outreach ministries Sept 20 2020 

https://stannesmead.org/breakfast-with-bishop-elect-bonnie-perry/pgoodwin@stannesmead.org
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A Note from Mary Williams 
Psalm 119:105  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
For two years, I have been part of Grace’s Bible study group.  It is a very small but powerful group.  Through studying the word of God, 
I found a new life – it has strengthened me and empowered me to start a Women’s Prison Ministry.  Only through the study  

of God’s word am I able to help these women.  God tells us that through His word, we find life, and I believe 
every word he says.  It is the foundation of our faith. 
I have also been part of the Prayer Ministry here at Grace.  I have learned how praying for others, even those 
you don’t even know, is the most powerful and the purest way to show unconditional love and respect.  
Everyone is invited to join the Bible study group that meets Sunday mornings between services with Sue 
Schlanbusch and the Prayer Ministry that meets the second Saturday of each month in the Guild Room.   

From the Parish Health Ministry 
There are many health benefits to drinking tea either hot or cold.  Among them are  
Fight Cancer & Heart Disease  Tea contains antioxidants, compounds of polyphenols that help the body fight harmful free radicals.  It 
is believed that harmful free radicals can lead to cancer and heart disease.  Tea also contains flavonoids that restricts the build up of 
cholesterols and help with blood vessel functionality. 
Protects Teeth & Strengthens Bones  Polyphenols found in tea may reduce plaque, which lowers your chance of cavities and gum dis-
ease.  Tea also contains fluoride that helps protect against tooth decay.  Fluoride is extracted from the soil by the tea plant.  This iden-
tified mineral also strengthens bones and prevents osteoporosis. 
Improve Digestion  The polyphenols in tea help with digestion of fatty food by increasing the flow of digestive juices. 
Prevent Food Poisoning  The catechins in tea are a powerful sterilizing agent, which kills germs and bacteria.  Tea prevents food poi-
soning by fighting against stomach diseases caused by harmful bacteria. 
Look and Feel Younger  Studies suggest that the high concentration of antioxidants in tea have an anti-aging effect. 
Strengthen Immune System  Vitamin C in green tea helps to treat the flu and the common cold. Moreover the poly-
phenols in tea have shown to increase the number of white blood cells  in our immune system. 
Prevent Dehydration  Tea is a good source of fluid intake that replenishes lost body liquid.  Doctors recommend that 
it is vital to drink at least 1.5 liters of fluid a day.  Tea is low in calories and it is a great thirst  
quencher. ****Information obtained from www.enjoyingtea.com 

WHAT WE BELIEVE 
 

We Episcopalians  
believe in a loving,  
liberating, and life-
giving God: Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. As con-
stituent members of the 
Anglican Communion in 
the United States, we 
are descendants of and 
partners with the Church of England and the 
Scottish Episcopal Church, and are part of the 
third largest group of Christians in the world. 
 

We believe in following the teachings of Jesus 
Christ, whose life, death, and resurrection 
saved the world. 
 

We have a legacy of inclusion, aspiring to tell 
and exemplify God’s love for every human  
being; women and men serve as bishops, 
priests, and deacons in our church. Laypeople 
and clergy cooperate as leaders at all levels of 
our church. Leadership is a gift from God, and 
can be expressed by all people in our church, 
regardless of sexual identity or orientation. 
 

We believe that God loves you –  
no exceptions. 

CONSECRATION OF OUR NEW BISHOP 

 
On Saturday, February 8th 
at 10:30 am over 1200 
people were gathered at 
the Ford Community The-
ater in Dearborn to wit-
ness the ordination and 
consecration of The Rev. 
Dr. Bonnie Perry as the 
11th Bishop of the 
Diocese of Michigan! If 
you didn’t see it, you may still view the service online at our Diocesan 
website www.edomi.org 

about:blank


Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  

Cell: 203-641-2068  
Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  

 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

Parish Administrator: Donna Hodgson  
 

2020 Vestry  
Pam Sherry, Sr. Warden 
Jim Smith, Jr. Warden 

Rosemary Berger, Charlie Carroll,  
Gay Gillespie, Martha Houser,  

Tom Stotz,  Nicki Urban,  
Treasurer: Janet Seewald • Clerk: Tom Stotz 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Sundays at 5:00 pm (November-March) 

Wednesdays at 5:00 pm, year-round 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK 

Sending weekend food home for 300 needy Mt. Clemens  

schoolchildren.  Backpacks are packed on Wednesdays at 4:30 pm 

during the school year. 

McLAREN MOBILE CLINIC 

Free medical care in our parking lot 8:00 am—11:00 am the 

THIRD TUESDAY of every month. 

All outreach ministries welcome volunteers, financial, food and 

clothing donations  Call the Church Office for more information 

at 586-465-4573. 
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March Meetings and Events 
Bible Study between services in the  

Guild Room every Sunday 
Yoga Thursdays downstairs 7 pm 

 
Mon, March 9, 6 pm….………..150th Anniversary Mtg 

Tues, March 10, 7 pm……...………………..Book Club 

Thurs, March 12, 6:30 pm…………..….Vestry Meeting 

Sat, March 14, 10:30 am……..... Prayer Group Meeting 

Sat, March 28, 1 pm………...……..Knit Crochet Group 

Grace Episcopal Church 
115 South Main Street, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162 
Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com 

Website: www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday10:00 am-4:00pm 

KNITTING & CROCHETING  
MINISTRY will meet on Saturday, 
March 28 at 1:00 in the Parish Hall.  All 
knitters, crocheters, and those who want 
to be are welcome.   Please call Rosemary 
at 586-719-9693 or Mimi at 586-359-3346 
to let them know you are coming so they 

can update you of any changes.  Yarn will be provided. 

Join Hearts for Homes Monday, March 16 at 7:30 
pm  for the Detroit Red Wings vs. Florida Pan-
thers hockey game and help homeless families 
with children get in to permanent housing!   
Tickets are $59 for lower bowl, rows 20+ and $29 
for upper bowl, rows 1-7.  To purchase tickets, 

visit DetroitRedWings.com/Heartsfor Homes. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive 
Thursday, April 2,  1-7 pm,  

in the Parish Hall  Schedule online at  
Redcrossblood.org Sponsor Code: GRACE , 

or see Martha Houser 

Book Club will meet on Tuesday,  
March 10 at 7 pm here at Grace.  They 
will be discussing The Book Woman of 
Troublesome Creek by Kim Michelle  
Richardson.  If you have questions, please 
see Ann Strevel. 

 

And a voice came from heaven, “You 
are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased.” And the Spirit  
immediately drove him out into the  
wilderness. —Mark 1  

This Lent, the Diocesan Community is invited into a journey to 
commit in new ways to becoming Beloved Community and 
growing loving, liberating, life-giving relationships across the 
human family of God. We make the journey not only as indi-
vidual Christians and congregations, but as a whole church.  
Please join us on the five Sundays in March from 9:25 – 
10:15 am in the Guild Room to engage this rich Lenten  
Program. 

“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack   
If your wallet has any dollar bills with  

B on them, please put them in the 
offering plate to help us fill backpacks 

with weekend food for hungry Mt. 
Clemens students.   


