
November 2020 

INDIVIDUAL CONVERSATION SUMMARIES 
 

Our vestry had a special meeting on Thursday, October 22nd to dis-
cuss the report from our individual phone conversations that oc-
curred in August and September. This information was very helpful 
so we are grateful to everyone who took the time to answer the 
questions your participation and input are greatly appreciated! 
 

As our vestry poured over all this material, we highlighted certain 
themes that we wanted to focus on in the coming year. We will 
keep the full report for future reference but in the short term we 

will be focusing on the following issues (please note that this list is not ranked, everything 
is important and will be addressed). 
 

• Finding ways to include all of our members in our faith community 
• Staying in touch with everyone in the parish during this time of pandemic 
• Providing zoom and in person worship opportunities  
• Creating opportunities to foster spiritual growth and development 
• Developing and supporting various small group experiences 
• Maintaining, supporting and promoting all of our outreach ministries 
• Collaborating with other churches, groups, and organizations to do outreach 
• Encouraging volunteerism on all levels 
• Maintaining our beautiful building and grounds 
• Increasing everyone’s awareness of our budget, finances and giving 
• Adjusting to changes brought about by COVID-19 
• Attracting new members 
• Promoting stewardship 
 

Another topic that came up was having the pastor call each person in the parish to check in with everyone. Since this is not a  
vestry activity, I will implement this suggestion and will be calling everyone that is listed in our online directory. If you are not 
sure whether you are in this directory, please call our Parish Administrator at 586-465-4573. My hope is to make all of these calls 
during November and December and finish before Christmas! Please make note of my cell phone number 203-641-2068 because 
this is the number I will be calling from and I don’t want you to dismiss the call because you don’t recognize the number! 
 

A final issue that came up was one of COGNITIVE DISSONANCE (defined as: the state of having inconsistent thoughts, beliefs, or 
attitudes, especially as relating to behavioral decisions and attitude change).  
 

Grace promotes that we are an inclusive, welcoming community and we have a sign outside saying that we love our neighbors. 
Many of us hold this to be an important quality about our church and we try to live this out. However, during our telephone  
calling, we received responses that contradicted this stated belief. Some of our members do not feel welcomed or loved at 
Grace and believe the reason for this is because of their racial and/or cultural background. As difficult as this may be to hear, it  
is another example of how racism in our country is still prevalent and continues to influence our thoughts and behaviors. We are 
not perfect and as white Americans we need to be attentive to how we have been racially socialized. This takes work, education 
and a willingness to make changes in our beliefs, thoughts and actions.  
 

To this end, our vestry is committed to addressing racism going forward. We will devote time at every vestry meeting to talk 
about some component of this societal problem and how we as individuals participate in it. We will also be developing ways that 
we as a congregation may address this as well. I know this is an emotional topic for most of us, but I believe that if we walk  
together and engage this issue we will all benefit as we help build up the kingdom of God! 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Call   312-626–6799 
Meeting ID: 899 8049 9374 

Password: 382635 
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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A Note from our Music Minister, Amy Saari 
 

We’re truly blessed to have a music ministry that can keep things going 
through the different challenges of a pandemic. After six long months of 
being out of our church building, we’ve finally had our first in-person ser-
vice in October, and I will say it felt very good to be playing and singing 
music at Grace again. It will be some time before we can resume congre-
gational and choral singing, but for now we can enjoy solo singing and 
some instrumental playing in the sanctuary, so long as we can keep to 
safety guidelines.  
 

I’m happy to say that our choir is still together, gathering on Zoom to chat 
every month. That’s been a real blessing, and a sure sign that we need to 
keep our community connections strong. There are many mini-
communities inside Grace church that need their own nurturing during this 
time; if you’re part of one, make sure you’ve reached out to others in your 
circle to keep contact, especially if there are some people remaining in 
our online community for Sunday services.  
 

The Diocesan Convention took place on Oct 23 and 24, and I got to sub-
mit videos to the virtual choir singing Canticle of the Turning and O Gra-
cious Light. The two songs were featured during the Friday night evening 
prayer service. As soon as the completed choir videos are available for 
sharing, I’ll definitely be sharing them with all of you at Grace. The project 
gave me some inspiration to start planning a virtual choir video for our 
own singers, with hopes that we can have a piece to share by Christmas 
Eve. 
 

For All Saints Day, I’ve invited guest artist Jose Quintero to join us via 
Zoom from Arizona and sing a special solo, called “Praise You In The 
Storm.” Jose is an actor and vocalist who tells sacred stories, putting to-
gether original dramatic productions with a mixture of music. This Sunday 
he plays the character of Saint Paul as he sails to Rome and miraculously 
survives a shipwreck through his praise to God. I hope you will enjoy this 
21st-century presentation of one of the most storied saints in Christian 
history. 
 

That’s it, for a surprisingly busy month in music ministry. I can anticipate 
the music work only getting more complex from here, challenging us to 
listen and participate in new ways all the time, but I’m confident in what 
we have. We’re fortunate and blessed to have the resources to do what 
we do, even in challenging circumstances like 2020. 
 

Amy 

GIVING IN THE TIME OF  
CORONAVIRUS 

Even though we are not meeting for Sun-
day worship we encourage you  

to continue giving to Grace and its  
ministries.   

You can give online through a link on  
our website at 

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org.   
Or, you can mail a check to:   

 Grace Episcopal Church,  115 S. Main 
Street,  Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

You can also set up a regular debit  
withdrawal from your bank, please  

call our office 586-465-4573 for more in-
formation.  

A Note from the Prayer Group 
 

The church recently received the following email:  
Subject: Thank You to the Church Prayer Group 
My friend Tish Germain asked for prayers for me as I battle 
breast cancer. I have received two cards in the mail and I 
cannot thank all of you enough for thinking of me. My faith 
is strong and when complete strangers are praying for my 
recovery, I know that I have God on my side.  Thank all of 
you again. 
Sincerely,  Donna Hanes 
 

The prayer group receives notes like this frequently.  We are a small group, but 
fierce in prayer. We each pray our morning devotions in the quiet of our own 
homes and pray for all on the prayer list, and often for some who are not on 
the list. 
We meet at church the second Saturday of each month at 10:30 to update the 
list and send out the prayer cards.  You are most welcome to join us!  Prayers 
work, and more is always better. 
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Update from Diocesan Convention, by Shirley Lappi 
 

This year’s diocesan convention was held October 23 and 24, virtually.  All the events were held via Zoom, and even the voting for  
candidates for diocesan committees was held electronically.  In some ways, it was better (voting comes to mind, as it was easier and 
faster), and in so many ways, it was lacking the familiarity of the in-person face to face interaction.  But, due to the hard work of the 
committee that planned it, and the behind the scenes help, it went off without a hitch.   
The three lay delegates from Grace were Tish Germain, Shirley Lappi and Pam Sherry.  As usual, we needed to familiarize ourselves 
with the candidates, and proposed changes to the constitutions and canons.  This year, there were no resolutions put forth by  
individuals or committees.   The biggest change was that there was no budget presented nor one voted upon by the convention.   
This was due to the fact that in the spring, diocesan council suspended the deadline dates for the preparation of the 2021 budget, due 
to uncertainty regarding projected income.  Normally, pledge letters to congregations are sent out during the summer, for finalization 
of the budget in September.  However, this year, the letters were sent out mid-October.  The diocesan apportionments normally are 
2/3 of the budget, which for 2020 was $2,242,000.  The diocesan Director of Finance did present an update on the process to date, 
however, as well as known expense increases at this time.   
The four preconvention workshops were also held via Zoom, but have been recorded, and will be on the diocesan website, edomi.org, 
for anyone to view.   
Worship consisted of evening prayer Friday the 23th, and the music/virtual choir was magnificent.  Our own Amy Saari was one of the 
singers.  The Saturday morning session began with morning prayer, conducted by the Youth and Young Adult Ministries, and was very 
inspirational.  Finally, the closing Eucharist was held, with a virtual communion service.   
Always a highlight of the annual convention, the Bishop’s address was held on Friday, with a theme of risking and refining.  She  
encouraged us to engage in trying, risking, daring, doing, sometimes failing, laughing and doing it again.  She wants us to try daring  
to turn our congregations inside out, caring for people we do not normally meet.  Her mantra: Risk, Do, Refine, Do Again.  She  
encouraged us to imagine how we can be once we have a Covid19 vaccine.  Finally, she asked us to begin listening to young people, 
and ask them why they don’t come to church, and maybe begin the process of changing our ways within our congregations.  And, if  
we dare, to begin thinking about the topic of reparations.   
In conclusion, attending the convention virtually was a new experience, but also a fulfilling one.  The next convention will be October 
22 and 23, 2021, and the hope is that it will be once again at the Suburban Showcase Collection in Novi.   

STEWARDSHIP 2020  Give to God the things that are God’s 

For me, going to church was set in me at an incredibly early age.  I was baptized Roman Catholic at two weeks old and my mother or 
grandmother took me to church a few times a week.   And as I got older, they would let me drop their envelope into the basket each 
week.  I used to ask when I can get my own envelopes.  My mother told me when I was enrolled in Kindergarten I would be receiving 
my own set.  Oh, what another thing to look forward into going into school. 
And that is when I was taught tithing by my Father.  He told me every Saturday evening I would have to count the money I had in my 
possession and had to give God TEN PERCENT!  I remember very clearly that moment as if it happened just last week.  To me that 
seemed like a lot of money!  Well that first Saturday came to put my money in my own envelope.  I had a dish on my dresser where I 
put my change that I was not ready to put in my “piggy” bank.  So, my Dad said I could use that money to put in the envelope weekly.  
My first week my Dad said I needed to put a quarter in.  I just saw it as not being able to get a coke and a bag of fresh chips from the 
candy store.  But my Dad told me you still have seven quarters and a fifty-cent piece left.  And he said see how blessed you are. But 
being five years old I really did not see it as a blessing, because on Sunday my Mom would make me put half the coins in my “piggy” 
bank.  And as time went on my parents would say gently that the money I received in gifts from others, I should give some to God also.   
And from that day forward I have used that formula to tithe to the church I am a member. 
In the Episcopal church the practice is to have members pledge how much they think they can give to the church.  Now that was some-
thing that took me awhile to wrap my head around, for being in the Roman Catholic church they gave you envelopes and asked you to 
give ten percent or at least something weekly.  Never asked for a certain amount. But when I learned more of the workings of the Epis-
copal church, I came to understand why pledging helps.  For we, the people in the church get a say so on how it is spent.  We elect 
people to the Vestry that will have the responsibility to keep our church open and doing the work Jesus has asked us to do.  So by 
pledging they have a better understanding on how much money will be coming in and how much actually came in to do a livable budg-
et to have a Priest full time, an administrator to take care of the day to day business.  And a music minister to add to our services.   
Even though things are different at this time, the first service on October 18, 2020 was beautiful.  We could not sing, but we sure could 
clap with Amy.  I could feel the energy in our sanctuary that Sunday morning.  And I feel God is going to give us the strength to get 
through this most difficult time majority of us have ever been through. 
So, by pledging I feel like I am telling God Thank You for the blessings you send me continuously.  We sometimes forget the little things 
that happen to us, the person who let you go ahead of them in a check out line, held open a door for you. Or finding change on the 
street, bottom of your purse, or couch,  that comes from God for all that we gave him.  So, by giving my pledged tithe, talents, and 
worship/prayer to God, I know he will take care of all my needs I need here.    
God’s Many Blessings, Tish Germain 



Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  

Cell: 203-641-2068  
Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  

 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

Parish Administrator: Donna Hodgson  
 

2020 Vestry  
 

Pam Sherry, Sr. Warden 
Jim Smith, Jr. Warden 

Rosemary Berger, Charlie Carroll,  
Gay Gillespie, Martha Houser,  

Tom Stotz,  Nicki Urban,  
Treasurer: Janet Seewald • Clerk: Tom Stotz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays at 4:00 pm, take-out only 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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Grace Episcopal Church 
115 South Main Street, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162 
Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com 

Website: www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday10:00 am-4:00pm 

November Birthdays 
Betty Brogan  11/1 
Jane Carpenter  11/1 
Bob Johnson  11/6 
Monica Dunbar  11/7 
Daniel Fox  11/10 
Carolyn Siewert  11/10 
Joe Grossi  11/11 
Tom Murphy  11/16 
Ena Pederson  11/22 
Pam Schafer  11/23 
Kim Bradmon  11/24 
Maureen Cobb  11/24 
Donna Chapman  11/28 

BOOK CLUB — DATE CHANGE 
We will meet at the Grace on Monday, 
November 16 at 6:30, with a maximum 
of 10 in person. . We will discuss The 

Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell by Robert 
Dugoni.  If you wish to join us, please call  

to reserve your seat.   
Ann Strevel:  amstrevel@gmail.com    

586.463.5488 
Ann Farrell:  farrella16@gmail.com    

586.899.0605 

Recommended Donations 
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and Fruits, 

Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly, 
Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken, Spaghettios, 

Hamburger Helper, Instant Mashed Potatoes, 
Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal, Applesauce in Cans 

 

BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK UPDATE 
 

Mount Clemens Schools have resumed on site attendance, but 
students that prefer to remain remote are permitted to do so.  
The Director of Food Services is organizing food distribution for 
all students and has agreed to include our bags with her distribu-
tion upon establishing her procedure.  It was not yet in place for 
the month of October.  The count for this school year has been 
less than 100 per week.  We are currently able to fulfill packing 
without additional help, but we expect the number to increase as 
we proceed with the school year.  We encourage everyone to 
continue submitting “B” Dollars and other funds for our ministry.  
We will share further updates as they occur. 
 

Michael and Donna Oakley 

MOVED TO Tuesdays at 7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and  

follow the link. 
Or call: 312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015   
Password: 683930 

YOGA IS BACK! 

Tuesdays at 7 pm 

In the Parish Hall. 

Town Hall with Bishop Perry -Save the Date! 
Thursday, November 19 at 8 pm, all parishioners are  
invited to an online town hall meeting with Bishop  
Bonnie Perry.  Login information will be provided soon. 

mailto:farrella16@gmail.com

