
October 2020 

GRACE UPDATES 

I know it seems like a moving target because the guidelines 
are changing all the time, but I want to update you on the 
most recent revisions given by our bishop on September 
30th. As of October 11th, we will be allowed to increase the 
number of people in the building at any given time from 10 
individuals up to 25% of capacity. So for us at Grace that 
means a total of 50 people in the sanctuary and 38 people 

in the parish hall. Of course we still have to maintain the safe social distance of 
6 feet, masks must still be worn and a contact log of everyone attending needs 
to be maintained for tracing purposes. Please know that our bishop reserves 
the right to change this again depending if the number of COVID cases increas-
es or decreases.  

Our vestry will be meeting on October 8th and one of the agenda items will be 
the hard wiring and equipment purchases for the sanctuary so that we would 
be able to live stream services on Sundays. We have the written estimates in 
hand so hopefully we will be able to make a decision about this project. Once 
this is completed we will begin having live services on Sunday mornings again in 
our sanctuary at 8:30 and 10:30 am with up to 50 people being included to par-
ticipate in the pews. We will still be doing zoom at these services, so there is no 
pressure for anyone to be here in person. More information will be forthcoming.  

Secondly, we are wrapping up our one on one conversations, so thank you for talking with us and answering 
some questions. Our vestry will be reviewing a summary report of this and we will keep you informed as to 
how we will be moving forward. Please know that there are no names being included in this report to vestry, 
just the responses that were given.  

Thirdly, we are entering our annual fall stewardship time. Even though we haven’t been meeting weekly in our 
building for worship, we still have been engaging in a variety of ministries and the need still exists for us to 
continue our financial giving to support this work and of course maintain our building. We have formed a 
stewardship committee that is working diligently to communicate with everyone about the importance of 
sharing our time, talent and treasure to help realize the kingdom of God in this place! A special thank you to 
Jim Smith, Pam Sherry, Kris Eckert and Tish Germain who are collaborating on this special team.  

The committee will be sending out information to everyone in the mail during the first two weeks of October 
and we ask that you prayerfully consider how you will share these gifts with Grace. You may certainly mail in 
your completed stewardship card anytime, but we are asking that all of them be returned no later than No-
vember 18th so that we may include them in the offering on the 22nd which will be our special Stewardship 
Sunday.  

Please feel free to call, text or email me anytime with questions, ideas, concerns, joys, sorrows, or just to chat! 

Blessings! 
Pastor Steve 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Call   312-626–6799 
Meeting ID: 899 8049 9374 

Password: 382635 
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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GIVING IN THE TIME OF  
CORONAVIRUS 

Even though we are not meeting for Sun-
day worship we encourage you  

to continue giving to Grace and its  
ministries.   

You can give online through a link on  
our website at 

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org.   
Or, you can mail a check to:   

 Grace Episcopal Church,  115 S. Main 
Street,  Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

You can also set up a regular debit  
withdrawal from your bank, please  

call our office 586-465-4573 for more in-
formation.  

 

The Right Reverend Michael B. Curry 

Excerpted from his sermon: A Word To The Church from September 16, 2020 
 
This November, the people of the United States will elect a president and many 
others to public office. This election occurs in a time of global pandemic, a time 
when there is hardship, sickness, suffering and death. But this election also  
occurs in a time of great divisions. Divisions that are deep, dangerous, and  
potentially injurious to democracy. So what is the role of the church in the  
context of an election being held in a time such as this? What is our role as  
individual followers of Jesus Christ committed to his way of love in such a time 
as this? 
As you know, The Episcopal Church does not endorse, support, or oppose politi-
cal candidates for elective office. And there is good reason for that. First, in the 
United States, tax exempt, religious, and charitable organizations are by law 
prohibited from such endorsement, support, or opposition to candidates. This 
does not prohibit churches from engaging in voter education, voter registration, 
helping people get to the polls to vote, or even advocating for issues of public 
policy reflective of the tenants of our faith. And every citizen, including those of 
us who are members of the church have our rights and responsibilities as well. 
The Bible says we have one Lord, one faith, one baptism, not one political party. 
But it’s important to remember that partisan neutrality does not mean moral 
neutrality. Partisan neutrality, bidden to us by human civil law does not mean 
moral neutrality, because we are bidden to obey the royal law of almighty God.  
So what can we do? Well, we can vote as individuals. We can vote, and we can 
help others to register and to get to the polls and cast their vote. We can en-
courage others to vote as their conscience leads them. And I know someone is 
probably thinking, that’s true but what does that have to do with Jesus Christ? 
What does voting have to do with the Gospel? What does voting have to do with 
being a Christian? An election for public office is not a popularity contest be-
tween two or more people. It’s a contest of ideas about how to shape the future 
of a community, nation and maybe even a world. It’s a contest, a debate, a  
discernment of moral values and their relationship to public policy. Voting is an 
act of moral agency. It is an act of moral discernment and decision. It is how a 
community or a nation decides how the moral values that it holds and shares 
shape public policy and the lives of people. The children of God. It is salutary to 
remember that partisan neutrality does not mean moral neutrality. 
The vote is so sacred and important for all people, regardless of your religious 
tradition or your politics or your nationality. The vote, as an act of moral human-
ity, is so important that people have given their lives for it.  America’s soldiers 
have fought to defend freedom. Many of them have given their lives. And many 
of them live with wounds and the scars of war. And one of the freedoms they 
defended was the freedom, the right, and the responsibility of the vote. 
John Lewis in his last published writing before his death said, and I quote, “The 
vote is the most powerful nonviolent change agent that you have in a demo-
cratic society,” end quote.  
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Food insecurity continues in  

Macomb County, and Meijer is once again reaching out 
to help us help our neighbors.  From Sunday, August 23 

through Saturday, October 24, you can help  
support Grace’s Food Pantry by purchasing Simply Give 
gift cards when you shop at Meijer on Groesbeck.  Each 
$10 gift card will be matched by Meijer to support local 

food pantries.    

An update on longtime member Helen Stein 
 

Dear Grace clergy and parishioners, 
 

When Mom’s pledge statement arrived at our home in Virginia 
Beach, I was reminded that due to the pandemic, most of you had 
no idea what was going on with your friend Helen Stein. I left 
Michigan for home to have surgery and chemo in September. As 
her memory and strength began to wane, our wonderful cousins 
took it upon themselves, with our blessings, to move Mom into 
Waltonwood at Lakeside’s Assisted Living Residence on February 
20. Things progressed rather rapidly and on August 29 she moved 
into Memory Care. 
 

Please know that she feels fine and is in good spirits. Her every 
need is cared for and she is grateful. I call her every evening and 
we mostly laugh our way through a great discussion of one kind or 
another. She loves talking about her childhood and her wonderful 
life. She can also discuss situations and ideas with ease. It is re-
membering what she had for dinner that stumps her. She would 
love to hear from anyone that would like to chat with her.  Her 
phone number in her apartment is:  586.251.2033. For the dura-
tion of the pandemic, visiting is done through a window with a 
screen between. There is a lovely sitting area on the porch for 
guests during the visit. Reservations must be made at: 
586.532.6200. 
 

For those wondering, I am finished with chemo and on a new med 
for BRCA-1 patients that should keep tumors from forming. It’s a 
real game-changer for me!  Medically I can’t travel yet, nor do I 
want to until my sister, Jackie, and I can get into Mom’s apartment 
and help her decorate, etc. 
 

Mom has grown up in and cared for her church for over eighty 
years. She has sung in the choir, pledged, taught and run the Sun-
day school, worked as parish secretary—with and without pay. She 
has crafted and donated proceeds for more years than I can count, 
put on high teas for women of the church for Valentines Day, 
baked goods to raise money, and supplied coffee hour treats every 
Sunday for years at a time. She has been on the altar guild, bought 
altar flowers, donated plantings around the church, and started 
and run the Mr. and Mrs. Club at St. Marks along with Jane McDer-
mott. I could go on, but the church has been the focal point of her 
life for over 80 years. At 94, I am hoping the church will return the 
some of her devotion with phone calls and even visits. After being 
sequestered in her apartment, alone, since March, I know she 
would love to reconnect with you all. if you’d like to send a card, 
her new address is:  
 

14650 Lakeside Circle 
Memory Care, Apt 3010 

Sterling Heights, MI  48313 
 
Thank you for being her family in faith. 
 

Sent with our love, 
 

Jan Kibler and siblings, 
Jackie Johnson, Gary Stein and John Allor   

TREASURER 
TRANSITION 

 
Janet Seewald has 
faithfully served as  
the treasurer here at 
Grace for over a dec-
ade! She remembers 
that Sunday 11 years 
ago when then treas-
urer, Donna Oakley, 
came up to her after 
church and asked her 
if she knew how to 
balance a checkbook. 
Janet replied, “Yes” so Donna talked to her about 
the position and then handed her the church 
checkbook and from that moment on, Janet was 
off and running as the treasurer! So many things 
have changed over the years while Janet served in 
this capacity. When she started everything was 
done on Excel, but then Grace switched to Church 
Windows accounting software and she had to 
learn a new way to do the job. Janet enjoyed be-
ing treasurer and she is sad to be leaving this 
ministry, but she realizes that it is time for her to 
retire and pass the checkbook on to someone 
else. She has been working with Tish Germain all 
of September and Tish will officially take over as 
treasurer on October 1, 2020.  

 
Please join us in saying “Thank You” to Janet 
for her commitment, hard work and a job 
well done! 



Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  

Cell: 203-641-2068  
Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  

 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

Parish Administrator: Donna Hodgson  
 

2020 Vestry  
 

Pam Sherry, Sr. Warden 
Jim Smith, Jr. Warden 

Rosemary Berger, Charlie Carroll,  
Gay Gillespie, Martha Houser,  

Tom Stotz,  Nicki Urban,  
Treasurer: Janet Seewald • Clerk: Tom Stotz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays at 4:00 pm, take-out only 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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Grace Episcopal Church 
115 South Main Street, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162 
Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com 

Website: www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday10:00 am-4:00pm 

October Birthdays 
 

Martha Houser 10/1   
Tom Stotz 10/2   
Dennis Howey 10/2   
Cheryle Kahl 10/3   
Donna Powell 10/4   
Nora Heath 10/4   
Kris Eckert 10/10   
Veronica Dunbar 10/11   
 

BOOK CLUB  
We will meet at the Grace on Tuesday, 
November 17 at 6:30, with a maximum 
of 10 in person. . We will discuss The 

Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell by Robert 
Dugoni.  If you wish to join us, please call  

to reserve your seat.   
Ann Strevel:  amstrevel@gmail.com    

586.463.5488 
Ann Farrell:  farrella16@gmail.com    

586.899.0605 

Church services are temporarily  
cancelled, but you can still bring food directly to 

Grace’s Food Pantry 
 

Recommended Donations 
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and Fruits, Macaroni 

and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly, Tuna Fish/Canned 
Chicken, Spaghettios, Hamburger Helper, Instant 
Mashed Potatoes, Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal,  

Applesauce in Cans 
 

Remember: 

Regular sizes (Not large) 
No breakable containers  

No expired food 

Collection: Any Monday-
Wednesday- Friday 10AM 

to noon 

MOVED TO Tuesdays at 7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015  Password: 683930 

Owen Fraley 10/15   
Janet Strevel 10/16   
Mimi Lambert 10/17   
Fran Merlo 10/19   
Gary Stevens 10/22   
Sue Schlanbusch 10/23   
Laura Moss 10/31   

mailto:farrella16@gmail.com

