
September 2020 

SUNDAY WORSHIP UPDATE 
 

In the July newsletter I reported on Bishop Perry’s directive to  
allow congregations to return to their sanctuaries for Sunday  
worship as long as certain guidelines were followed. At that time, 
she stated that no more than 50 people could be in the building  
for worship. On August 3rd she changed this to no more than 10  
people in attendance for a live streaming service.  
 

You may recall that on Sunday, August 2nd we tried to do a  
zoom service from our sanctuary with only 4 people present.  

Unfortunately, we encountered several technical difficulties and we had problems with  
the audio and video so we stopped doing the broadcasts from the church and I returned  
to holding them from my home. At our August vestry meeting, we discussed all of this  
and we reviewed a recent communication from our diocese that described what it would 
take to successfully do a Zoom or live stream service from our sanctuaries.  
 

Our vestry decided to proceed with obtaining quotes on equipment and installation so  
that we could do our services from our church building. We are collecting this information 
and our vestry will review it at our September 10th meeting. One of our parishioners has 
made a donation to cover these costs so my hope is that we will be able to have all of the 
equipment installed and ready to go by the end of September or first Sunday in October.  
I will send out a robo call and a Constant Contact email with the exact date that we will 
return to our sanctuary. 
 

In addition, we will be allowed to have up to 10 people present for this worship service,  
so if you would like to join us for these in person worship services at either 8:30 or 10:30, 
please let me know. At this point it will be by reservation only in the order I receive your 
request. Whenever our bishop changes this to allow more people in the sanctuary for  
Sunday services I will certainly let everyone know! 
 

Please remember that everyone may join us for these virtual services in a variety of ways. 
You may join by using your computer, tablet, smartphone AND your landline phone even if 
it is the rotary dial type. Please call Donna at our church office if you have any questions on how to join our services. I realize 
that our communal worship and life at Grace has been dramatically impacted by this pandemic, so I am very grateful for your 
patience and understanding.   
 

Speaking of this virus, we are always looking for your personal stories of coping during this time of COVID-19. Please, write  
out and mail or email us your experiences of what you have seen, heard or encountered in yourself, family, others or society 
whether it is uplifting or challenging. We would like to share your story in our monthly newsletter to remind all of us that we  
are not alone in dealing with this. 
 

Finally, we are continuing our relational conversations throughout the month of September. If you haven’t been contacted  
yet, please remember that someone from Grace will be calling or emailing you to set up a time for a discussion. We will be  
summarizing what we learn from everyone into a report for our vestry to help us in our planning during this time of COVID  
and beyond. Rest assured that your name will not be used in this summary report. 
 

As always, please feel free to contact me anytime with questions, concerns or if you just 
want to talk. My cell phone number is 203-641-2068. 
 

God Bless You! 
Pastor Steve 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Please note:  On Sunday, September 

13, in lieu of our regular Zoom  

services, you are invited to either St. 

David’s, Southfield, or Holy Cross, 

Novi, for their 10 am services.   

Follow the links on our website to 

join these services.  Call the office for 

info to join by phone. 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Call   312-626–6799 
Meeting ID: 899 8049 9374 

Password: 382635 
THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 

10:00 am on Zoom 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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We will be singing the following song on a 
Sunday in September: 
 
The Church of Christ Cannot Be Sold 
By David Bjorlin 
 

“Like many denominations, my Evangelical Cove-
nant Church is currently embroiled in discussion 
over the question of human sexuality, particularly 
whether people from the LGBTQ+ community can 
be fully incorporated into the life of the church. 
Too often I have heard these questions boiled 
down to the people or money the denomination 
would lose if we were to be fully inclusive. This 
text is my response.” —David Bjorlin. 
 

The Church of Christ cannot be sold 
For profit, power, or fame, 
With views controlled by highest bid 
Disguised in Jesus’ name. 
When wealth is used to gain control, 
The prophet’s call is clear: 
If money muzzles true dissent, 
The victor will be fear. 
 

When Christ came to the Temple Mount 
And sought a sacred space, 
Instead of shelter fit for prayer 
He found a marketplace. 
He flipped the tables of their greed, 
Reversed the well-worn plot: 
Christ’s reign cannot be monetized, 
His love cannot be bought. 
 

Forgive us, Jesus of the poor, 
For courage quickly lost, 
When we choose might instead of right 
And shirk redemption’s cost. 
And as you cleansed the temple floor, 
Come cleanse our motives too, 
Our conscience neither bought nor sold 
But only formed by you. 
 

O Spirit, come and strengthen us 
To follow Christ’s own way, 
To speak and act the truth in love 
Now freed from money’s sway. 
Then we will praise the Source of all 
Whom none but love control, 
No longer bound to lose our voice, 
But freed to gain our soul. 

GIVING IN THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS 

Even though we are not meeting for Sunday worship we encourage you to continue giving to Grace 
and its ministries.   
You can give online through a link on our website at www.gracechurchmtclemens.org.  Or, you can 
mail a check to:   Grace Episcopal Church,  115 S. Main Street,  Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

You can also set up a regular debit withdrawal from your bank, please call our office 586-465-4573 for more information.  

A Note from Amy Saari, Music Minister 
 

Let me tell you something about one of our favorite hymns, Wade in the Wa-
ter. And I know it’s a favorite because of how loud and heartily this congrega-
tion sings it when we’re together. I’m here to tell you it doesn’t mean what 
you think it means. 
 

Nine times out of ten, this song is brought out whenever there’s a baptism, or 
a reference to baptism in the Sunday readings. But this song is not about bap-
tism. 
 

This song emerged out of American slavery, from the lips of Black women in-
tent on protecting their children during escapes to the North. The water is the 
river that led to freedom, and the children were admonished to “wade in the 
water” to cover their scent whenever white slaveowners brought out their 
dogs to hunt them down. 
 

I learned this while listening to the Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III on YouTube, a power-
ful Black voice in ministry, in my efforts to better understand and appreciate 
the music of Lift Every Voice and Sing, the African-American hymnal we use so 
much in our services. 
 

Often, white music ministers will program spirituals like Wade in the Water 
because they’re entertaining, fun, and easy. But these songs are anything but. 
They are songs of RESISTANCE. They are designed not to entertain, but to con-
front, to speak truth to power. These songs also serve as the connective tissue 
of Black culture, Black families, and Black Christianity, in the same way that the 
polka dance served for me when I was growing up as a Czech Catholic in Iowa.  
 

Wade in the Water is not entertainment, and I as a music minister have to re-
member that. My job is to communicate as real a message as possible, even if 
it may be confronting for some people. That’s your priest’s job, too. And that 
was Jesus’ job — he didn’t preach and perform miracles to be entertaining but 
to communicate who God was.  
 
Wade in the Water may be in our hymnal, but it’s not in our blood and our 
bones as a church because…. Well, let me be real: Grace is a white church. As 
much as we say we welcome all people in the name of Christ, I will tell you that 
I have seen way more diversity at the Wednesday night suppers than on any 
Sunday morning. I would like us to ask ourselves why. 
 

If we say we care and love in the name of Christ, it should show in more than 
just the hymns we sing on Sunday or the plates we fill on Wednesday. It should 
show in who we count as church family, if we’re willing to BE FAMILY for peo-
ple who are poorer, darker, disenfranchised, and oppressed.  
 

If being family for such people sounds daunting and confronting, that’s ok - it’s 
supposed to be, just like singing Wade in the Water with full understanding of 
where it comes from. Just remember that your priest and music minister have 
taken this on as our job, and we can’t do it alone. And it’s more important and 
urgent now than it ever has been. And I shouldn’t have to say why.  
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Food insecurity continues in  

Macomb County, and Meijer is 
once again reaching out to help us 
help our neighbors.  From Sunday, 

August 23 through Saturday,  
October 24, you can help  

support Grace’s Food Pantry by 
purchasing Simply Give gift cards 

when you shop at Meijer on 
Groesbeck.  Each $10 gift card will 
be matched by Meijer to support 

local food pantries.   And on  
DOUBLE MATCH DAYS,   
SEPTEMBER 11 AND 12, 

Meijer will contribute $20 for each 
$10 card purchased. 

Spiritual Feast, by Tish Germain 
 

“Naked I came from mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there; the Lord gave, and 
the Lord has taken away; blessed  be the name of the LORD.”  This quote comes from  
the first chapter of Job.  In this chapter Job always prayed/worshiped our Lord no matter 
how difficult times became…He always held on to his faith in God.  In these trying times  
it can be difficult for us to hold on.  For some their first response to something they can 
not control they turn to the “church”.  But where do we go with our churches closed?  
Who do you turn to?  For me I can say it was hard knowing  my church was closed, even 
the neighborhood churches doors were locked.  Then I realized I do not need a building  
to talk to God.   
 

I have technology at my disposal to use.  There’s Zoom, FB, YouTube, internet, and the  
old-fashioned technology books.   
 

With talking with some of you during these past months, I am in awe of how you are feed-
ing the Spirit in you.  That you are taking the time to do so.  Either by reading the bulletin 
on the web, joining in on Zoom events or even just reading the Bible.  
 

When this virus first took its place among us, I embraced it as a time for me.  To feed my 
spirit that seemed to be on fast speed all the time.  Having quiet time with God always 
renews my soul and mind.  Some of my great ideals have happened while in prayer with 
God.  I was even able to catch up on reading some of the many books I have bought 
through the years on faith, spirituality, and church history.  It has been a wonderful ride 
for me in reading how our past is being played out right now.  The hunger for God has 
always been with us, to get the feeling of being full is to accept Him in our hearts totally.  
At times lately that has been hard. I searched in books, online, talking with others.  But 
when I realized that when two or more are talking about God and his Son Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit comes alive in me.  And with that I found our Thursday morning Bible Study enlight-
ening, comforted, and lifted.  On the last session of study, I gave it the new name “Twisted 
Bible Study.”  For we each get to express how we are feeling about the Sunday readings, 
or what we even think the writers were trying to tell us.   What is the common thread 
among them?  And how do they relate to what we are going through today.  
 

I hope your Spirit is being fed.  And that the suggestions I listed on how to find food for 
the Soul will help.  Let me know how you are feeding yourself/family spiritually.  You can 
email me at fletchersnanney@gmail.com  And who knows maybe when we can be in per-
son once again, we can incorporate some of these suggestions into our ministry at Grace. 
 

Know of my prayers and you are all in my thoughts….anxiously waiting till we can all be 
together worshiping our God! 

RACE MATTERS SHORT COURSES 
For the month of September, the Diocese of Michigan is offering four short  
discussion courses, each covering an article about race and racism, written by 
contemporary thought leaders. 
Spend an hour with diocesan leaders and your peers discussing the article, 
learning from each other, and deepening your understanding of our world. 
If you are interested in a discussion, you need only attend one of the timeslots 
offered for each class. You will be sent Zoom links after you register. 
Please contact Anna Stania at astania@edomi.org with any questions. 
 

"The Case for Reparations" - with Rev. Walter Brownridge, Rev. Chris  
Gannon, and Rev. Ian Reed Twiss – Thursdays at 3 pm, September 3,10,17 
and 24. 

"Speaking of Freedom" with Bonnie Anderson, Rachael Rose and Ann Putallaz – Wednesdays 9/9 & 23 at 12 pm, Mon-
days 9/14 & 28 at 7 pm.  
"You Want a Confederate Monument? My Body is a Confederate Monument" with Lynn Muth, Beth Ann Tesluk and 
Carol Sullivan – Tuesdays 9/15 & 22 at 7 pm, Thursday 9/17 at 7 pm, Wednesday 9/30 at 7 pm. 
"What's my complicity? Talking White Fragility with Robin DiAngelo" with Sister Vee, Christine Modey and Robert 
Tompkins – Saturdays 9/12 & 26 at 10 am, Sunday 9/13 at 7 pm, Sunday 9/20 at 2 pm. 

Take a Poetry Walk at the 

Tomlinson Arboretum 

west of the Clinton-

Macomb Main Library.  

Map and a list of the poems is located 

at the entrance to the Arboretum. 

mailto:fletchersnanney@gmail.com
mailto:astania@edomi.org


Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  

Cell: 203-641-2068  
Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  

 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

Parish Administrator: Donna Hodgson  
 

2020 Vestry  
 

Pam Sherry, Sr. Warden 
Jim Smith, Jr. Warden 

Rosemary Berger, Charlie Carroll,  
Gay Gillespie, Martha Houser,  

Tom Stotz,  Nicki Urban,  
Treasurer: Janet Seewald • Clerk: Tom Stotz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays at 4:00 pm, take-out only 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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Grace Episcopal Church 
115 South Main Street, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162 
Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com 

Website: www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday10:00 am-4:00pm 

September Birthdays 
 

Pat Greenwood 9/07 
Grace Villamor 9/17 
John Schober 9/18 
Mike Zubas 9/18 
Marilee Racine 9/23 
Judy Ciccoritti 9/24 

 

Blood Drive: Tuesday, September 22 from 
10 - 4 pm 
You must schedule your appointment ahead 
of time - no walk-ins. 
To schedule an appointment, log onto  
RedCrossBlood.org (sponsor code: grace) or 
call 1 800 RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 

Save time by using RapidPass® to complete your pre-
donation reading and health history online before you come 
to your appointment. Get started at RedCrossBlood.org/
RapidPass or by using the Blood Donor App. 

BOOK CLUB  
Our book club is an important time for us to meet to discuss 
our chosen book as well as share stories, laughs and fellow-
ship. We don't want to let it go!  We have decided to meet at 
the church on Tuesday, September 15 at 6:30, 

with a maximum of 10 in person. Additional 
members can join via phone conference at the 
same time. We will discuss A Good Neighbor-
hood by Therese Anne Fowler.  If you wish to 
join us in person, please call ASAP to reserve 
your seat.  Once the 10 person limit is filled, 

others will be invited to join by phone.  
Ann Strevel:  amstrevel@gmail.com    586.463.5488 
Ann Farrell:  farrella16@gmail.com    586.899.0605 

Church services are temporarily  
cancelled, but you can still bring food directly to 

Grace’s Food Pantry 
 

Recommended Donations 
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and Fruits, Macaroni 

and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly, Tuna Fish/Canned 
Chicken, Spaghettios, Hamburger Helper, Instant 
Mashed Potatoes, Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal,  

Applesauce in Cans 
 

Remember: 

Regular sizes (Not large) 
No breakable containers  

No expired food 

Collection: Any Monday-
Wednesday- Friday 10AM 

to noon 

Loving on Empty 
Free Conference 
for Family Caregivers 
Attend On-Line with Zoom 
Saturday, Sept 19 
10 am - Noon (EST) 

Caregiver Strategies: Impact Your Loved One's  
Quality of Life 

Money Matters: The Art of Caring for Someone  
Else's Finances 

Keep Calm and Be Inspired: Stories to Brighten  
Your Mood & Your Caregiving 

Questions? Contact Donna  
@ donnamacdonald@wayne.eduor 313-664-2605 

Patti Fraley 9/24 
Nelson Rumpel 9/24 
Kevin Perry 9/25 
Nicki Urban 9/27 
Chris Murphy 9/28 
Katelynn Schalk 9/30 

mailto:farrella16@gmail.com


Hearts for Homes (H4H) invites you to skip sleeping in your own bed for at least one night during the 

week of Monday September 28th – Sunday October 4th, and host a Facebook Fundraiser benefiting 

Hearts for Homes. The goals of the event are to increase community awareness of child homelessness in 

Macomb County, and raise $10,000 to help 25 more homeless children get into their own homes.  

 

Will you consider skipping at least one night in your own bed and host a Facebook Fundraiser benefitting 
Hearts for Homes at https://www.facebook.com/HeartsForHomesMacombMI? This event is to encourage 
creativity; about where you want to sleep, how you wish to share in some small (or more dramatic) way the 
discomfort and struggle of homeless families, and share your experience on H4H’s Facebook Page and with 
your Facebook Friends. You can be humorous or serious but we just ask you to share in some small way the 
plight of homeless families and share your story. 

 

For example, your campaign could state “Please help me raise $??? to help get more homeless families  

into their own home! It costs Hearts for Homes nearly $400 per child to get them into a stable home. Your 

donation to my sleep out campaign will help me get out of my … (car, tent (backyard), friend’s basement,  

in-laws’ sofa, the park, this card board box, a park bench, garage, shelter, etc.), and back in my own bed.” 

 

This could be as simple as sleeping on the floor next to your bed, as some families have to do when staying 

with friends or family. Or, camping in your backyard, or sleeping in your car with the kids, as some families 

do when they are afraid, or unable to get into a shelter. See how much sleep you get! 

 

During your sleep out, you could post Live Facebook recordings or share other posts briefly describing your 

experiences. Or, after your sleep out, you could post a brief summary or photos of your experience. Again, 

the goal is to be creative! 

 

If you would like to participate in this event, please 

register by contacting Christa Carpenter at 

itzchrista01@yahoo.com and provide your name, 

type of sleep out event, what date(s) you will partici-

pate, and if you would like assistance in setting up 

your Facebook event. Please contact her should you 

have any additional questions about the event, and 

thanks for considering participating in this Homeless 

Awareness Event! 

‘Sleep Out’ Fundraiser & 

Homeless Awareness Event 

https://www.facebook.com/HeartsForHomesMacombMI
mailto:itzchrista01@yahoo.com

