
October 2019 

GENEROUS HEARTS 
 
October is such a beautiful time of year here in Michigan. Whenever I see the brilliant 
colors that surround me in the natural world, I find myself standing in awe of the cos-
mic painter who created it. This always reminds me of how amazing God is and how 
fortunate I am to be alive to experience the beauty and wonder of our planet!  
 

In moments like these, gratitude seems to spring forth from my being, and I want to 
praise and thank God for all of the blessings that I often take for granted.  
 

When I start to think about all the things in my life that I am thankful for, the question 
soon wells up within me — how can I return the favor? I realize how much God has 
given me, and out of gratitude, I want to give something back to say “THANK YOU.” 

Now I can’t invite God over for a home-cooked meal or drop off a nice box of chocolates and a bottle of wine 
at God’s house — so what am I to do?  
 

The answer soon reveals itself. Share the things that God has given me with others:  my skills, knowledge, 
talents, faith, joy, time, compassion and resources. There are many needs in the world so opportunities 
abound. The dilemma arises as to how much I should share and where I should focus my efforts. How do I 
decide?  
 

This is a conversation that each of us has to have with God. Be aware that this may be a frightening thought at 
first, but when we honestly ask God how much and what we should offer, we discover a fundamental truth: 
that all of us have been created in the image and likeness of our generous God who gives lavishly and uncon-
ditionally. The mark of God the gracious giver is embedded in our souls. Deep down in all of us lies the need 
to be such a giver for that is the way God made us. This generous way of life beckons us.  
 

The challenge, however, is that we have to overcome our fears, our sense of scarcity and our belief that we 
have to hold on tightly to everything we have because if we give too much away we won’t have enough for 
ourselves. Our intentions may be good, but we cannot do this alone. We have to ask God to dispel theses con-
cerns. It takes faith to present ourselves to God in this way. Our faith helps us trust that God will ignite the 
fire in our hearts that will propel us into action as abundant givers.  
 

Later this month, all of us at  Grace will have an opportunity to 
explore faith-based giving on a deeper level. We will send a letter 
to every household encouraging us to engage God in this important 
dialogue. Please join me in asking God these tough questions so 
that each of us may discern how we may more fully share our time, 
talent and treasure within our faith community for the greater en-
hancement of God’s mission here on earth.  
 

It all begins with a thankful heart. What are you thankful for?  
 

Blessings,  
Pastor Steve  

Worship Opportunities 

All are Welcome 
 

Sunday, October 6 
10:00 am Holy Communion, with Music 
— Bishop Gibbs Visitation 
 

Sunday, October 13, Blessing of Pets 
8:30 am Holy Communion 
10:30 am Holy Communion, with Music 
 

Sunday, October 20 
8:30 am Holy Communion 
10:30 am Holy Communion, with Music 
 

Sunday, October 27 
8:30 am Holy Communion 
10:30 am Holy Communion, with Music 

American Red Cross  
Blood Drive 

Thursday, October 17 
1-7 pm, in the Parish Hall 

Schedule online at  
Redcrossblood.org 
Sponsor Code:  GRACE 
Or see Martha Houser 
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October Birthdays 
1 Martha Houser 
2 Dennis Howey 
2 Cheryle Kahl 
3 Tom Stotz 
4 Donna Powell 
4 Nora Heath 
10 Kris Eckert 
11 Veronica Dunbar 
15 Owen Fraley 
16 Janet Strevel 
17 Mimi Lambert 
19 Fran Merlo 
22 Gary Stevens 
23 Sue Schlanbusch 
31 Laurel Moss 

Our theme for our celebrations this upcoming year is  

“Through the Grace of God” 

Everyone needs to know that without God, you can do nothing and therefore need to 
appreciate the fact that the mercies of God are upon each and every one of us.   
We have been saved through grace and it is not by ourselves, but it is by the love of God.  
And those who have come before us, the shoulders we are standing on today to preserve 
the history behind us, and the history we will be making in the years ahead. 
Let this theme guide everyone through the year as we meditate upon the goodness of 
the Lord and what God has already done to us these past one hundred fifty years.  Jesus 
is the grace of God and the free gift to anyone who wants to be at peace.  Jesus com-
manded us to love each other and during this special year, let  “Through the Grace of 
God” be a reminder to each of us that the church exists to advance the agenda of Jesus. 

Tish Germain 

Celebration  Date 

Time Capsule  Oct 20 2019 

Veterans Day  Nov 17 2019 

Christmas Carols  Dec 15 2019 

Baptism Anniversary Jan 19 2020 

Wedding Anniversary Feb 16 2020 

Ministries (Church) Mar 15 2020 

Confirmation Anniversary April 19 2020 

Mother's Day  May 17 2020 

Father's Day  June 21 2020 

1870 Mass  July 19 2020 

Future Worship  Aug 16 2020 

Outreach ministries Sept 20 2020 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
 

Our annual blessing of the animals will be on Sunday, October 13th. 
You are invited to bring your pet to either service that day. We will 
have a short blessing ceremony after each service either outside in 
the front of the church on the circular driveway or in case of inclem-
ent weather we will hold the blessing in the social hall.  
 

In addition, we will be collecting pet toys and treats to be given to 
local organizations that rescue cats and dogs. Even if you do not have 
a pet of your own, please bring a toy or treat that day so we may 
show our care and love for animals outside of our own families.  

The next meeting of  the Anniver-

sary Committee will be on Mon-

day, Oct. 14 at 6:30 pm in the 

THURSDAY YOGA with Vivian Dusina has resumed.  Thurs-

days at 7 pm in the “Yoga Room” downstairs.  Fee is $7 per 

person, all proceeds go to Grace. 
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As human beings, we know it is very difficult to make changes in our thinking, feeling, and behav-
ior. After all, how many New Year’s resolutions last past January? The work of the “Becoming Be-
loved Community” initiative of The Episcopal Church is aimed at helping everyone in our commu-
nities to see themselves and others—all others—as beloved children of God. In other words, the 
goal of this work is to overcome stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination. Is this even possible?  
It is, but only if we realize some things. The first is that the human brain is wired for stereotyping. 
Humans have put people into groups and labeled them throughout recorded history. Why? Scien-

tists consider this an adaptation: it helped us simplify our lives and respond to danger quickly. Spending time with people who 
are like us makes us feel good. And we encourage and teach the use of stereotypes to the next generation. It seems that we 
cannot just decide to stop stereotyping. That’s not a productive strategy. We must accept our brain’s built-in limitations. It’s 
not helpful to beat ourselves up about stereotyping. And it’s also not helpful to use this as an excuse to show prejudice! 
We CAN fight prejudice—the judgments we make about other people based on the group to which they belong (e.g., socioeco-
nomic status, race, ethnicity, ability, religion, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, educational attainment, appearance, 
etc.). We do not have to allow our internal categories to fuel unfair negative attitudes towards others who are not in our 
groups. That is a choice, and we can commit to making the right one. 
One way to fight prejudice is to extend the hand of friendship to individuals in other groups. Consider the friend you have who 
is most different from you. Have you changed your attitude towards groups that friend represents as you have gotten to know 
them? That really happens, according to research. Instead of thinking about categories, we think about individual people, each 
of whom is a beloved child of God. If all your friends are just like you, consider getting involved in something that brings you in 
contact with a more diverse group of people. As you begin to make friends, you will notice that loving people who are not like 
you becomes easier and easier. And your life grows richer and richer. After all, each human being is created in the image of 
God; the greater variety of image-bearers we know, the clearer our vision of God.    By Edie Wakevainen 

BISHOP’S VISIT 
 

On Sunday, October 6th, Bishop Gibbs will be here for his regular visitation. We will have only one service on this day at 10:00 
am and any loose offerings will be given to the bishop’s discretionary fund.  
 

Immediately following the service a brunch will be served in the parish hall. Bishop Gibbs will then have an opportunity to 
share with the entire congregation things that are happening on the diocesan and church wide level, the transition and his 
pending retirement. He will also be answering any questions that you may have. After this, he will be meeting with our vestry.  
 

In lieu of retirement gifts, our bishop has asked that anyone who wishes may give a financial gift to the Wendell & Karlah Gibbs  
Legacy Fund for youth and young adults.  This fund was created to provide permanent, endowed support for programs and 
initiatives that honor the work, passion and legacy of the bishop and his wife.  
 

Donations may be made to the following: 
Personal check made payable to “Episcopal Diocese of Michigan”, with “Legacy Fund” in 
the memo line and mailed to The Episcopal Diocese of Michigan, 4800 Woodward Ave., 
Detroit, MI 48201. 
Credit Card donations may be made on the diocesan website at this link:  
https://www.edomi.org/gibbslegacyfund/ 
To make a gift via transfer of stock, please contact Mark Miliotto, Director of Finance at 
313-833-4427 or email mmiliotto@edomi.org  

A WOMEN’S PRISON MINISTRY  
The National Episcopal Church Women shared this artwork by our own Mary 
Williams on their Facebook page.  It is in honor of her ministry working with 
incarcerated women.    
Your continued prayers for this ministry are appreciated.  If you would like to 
reach out to one of these women, you can write a letter to Brittny, Marcie, or 
Delilah.  Letters can be placed in Mary Williams’ mailbox, she will address and 
mail them.  

“... I was in prison and you visited me… Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me."  

Matthew 25:35-40 

https://www.edomi.org/gibbslegacyfund/
mailto:mmiliotto@edomi.org


Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  

Cell: 203-641-2068  
Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  

 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

Parish Administrator: Donna Hodgson  
 

2019 Vestry  
Tish Germain, Sr. Warden 
Gary Stevens, Jr. Warden 

Rosemary Berger, Gay Gillespie, Martha Houser,  
Jeff Lamb, Stef Lozon, , Tom Stotz,  Nicki Urban,  

Treasurer: Janet Seewald • Clerk: Tom Stotz 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Sundays at 5:00 pm (November-March) 

Wednesdays at 5:00 pm, year-round 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK 

Sending weekend food home for 300 needy Mt. Clemens  

schoolchildren.  Backpacks are packed on Wednesdays at 4:30 pm 

during the school year. 

McLAREN MOBILE CLINIC 

Free medical care in our parking lot 8:00 am—11:00 am the 

THIRD TUESDAY of every month. 

All outreach ministries welcome volunteers, financial, food and 

clothing donations  Call the Church Office for more information 

at 586-465-4573. 
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October Meetings and Events 
Bible Study between services in the  

Guild Room every Sunday 
Yoga Thursdays downstairs 7 pm 

Tues, Oct 8, 7 pm………………….……..Book Club 

Mon, Oct 14,  6:30 pm……..150th Anniversary Mtg 

Thurs, Oct 10, 6:30 pm……....……..Vestry Meeting 

Sat, Oct 12, 10:30 am…….….Prayer Group Meeting 

Thurs, Oct 17, 1-7 pm……….Red Cross Blood Drive 

Grace Episcopal Church 
115 South Main Street, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162 
Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com 

Website: www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday10:00 am-4:00pm 

PRAYER SHAWLS Do you like to knit or cro-
chet?  A Prayer Shawl Ministry will begin at 
Grace.  The Prayer Shawls will be blessed by Pas-
tor Steve and then given to shut-ins, those recover-
ing from surgery, those who are ill or having a new 
baby.  If interested, please call Rosemary Berger 

586 719 9693, or Mimi Lambert 586 359 3346 for more infor-
mation (where, when and how to donate yarn). 

Family Friendly Halloween Bash 
To Help Homeless Children and their 

Families find Permanent Housing 
Saturday, October 19, 2019 

Infinity Hall & Sidebar  16650 14 Mile 
Rd. Fraser, MI, 48026 

5 pm – 10 pm  Doors open at 5 p.m. 
Kids & Adult Costume Contest at 6 p.m.  

Costumes Encouraged! Dinner to Follow. 
Dancing and Trick or Treating 6:30-10 p.m. 
Raffle Drawings @ 7:30, 8:30 & 9:30 p.m. 

 50/50 Drawings throughout the Night 
Adults: $40.00  Children: $20.00 (12 yrs & younger) 

Advanced ticket sales only!   
For tickets or to reserve a table for 8 
please contact Christa Carpenter at  

586-663-6246 
Hearts for Homes is a 501(c)3  

Non-profit organization  

Book Club will meet on Tuesday,  
October  8 at 7 pm here at Grace.  They will 
be discussing Rainwater by Sandra Brown.  If 
you have questions, please see Ann Strevel. 

 

Our Becoming Beloved 
Community conversation 
continues with a focus on 
the New York Times 1619 
Project which looks at the 
history and consequences 

of the first Africans being brought to Virginia as slaves in 
1619.  
 

We as a church and a nation need to have these honest 
conversations about how slavery has shaped our coun-
try, the problems that we still face and ways that we can 
address these issues.  
 

Please join us on the second and forth Sundays of the 
month at 12:15 in the Guild room to participate in the 
conversations.  


