GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
A Protestant church in the worldwide
Anglican Communion.

The First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021

All are welcome to this service of communion;
All are wanted at the table of the lord.

Before the Service — Speak quietly to God
During the Service — Let God speak to you
After the Service — Speak to one another

TO JOIN SERVICES ONLINE OR BY PHONE
To join the 8:30 service online, visit our website at gracechurchmtclemens.org and follow the links.
To join the 8:30 service by phone, call 312-626-6799
8:30 am Service: Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 Password: 246040
Follow the link on our website to watch the 10:30 livestream on our Facebook page.

Officiant: The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik
Cell: 203-641-2068
Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan
Ms. Amy Saari, Minister of Music
115 South Main Street, Mt Clemens, MI 48043
Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162
Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com
Visit us on the web at
www.gracechurchmtclemens.org

Opening Hymn: O Come O Come Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel

And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice, rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

OPENING ACCLAMATION:
As we enter into this Advent season on the first day of the new church year, we gather up our prayers and offer
them to you O God, knowing full well that there are signs in the sun and moon and stars and in the common
events of ordinary life that call us to attend to your coming. Prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of
your Son now and at the close of the age. AMEN.
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Candle Lighting: I will kindle my fire

KYRIE
At the 8:30 Service:
Priest: Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One
People: Have Mercy Upon Us
Priest: Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One
People: Have Mercy Upon Us
Priest: Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One
People: Have Mercy Upon Us
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10:30 Service

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant: May God be with you.
People: And also with you.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time
of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when
he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The Lord is our righteousness."
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

THE RESPONSE
Psalm 25:1-9
Ad te, Domine, levavi
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.
9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
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THE SECOND READING

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you?
Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your
faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you
increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so
strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our
Lord Jesus with all his saints.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church .
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Hymn: My Lord, What a Morning
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, Luke 21:25-36
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming
upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a
cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near."
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see
for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of
this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the
whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you Lord Christ
The Homily: The Rev. Steven Steinberg-Domienik
We observe a brief silence for reflection.

The Affirmation of our Faith
At the early service:
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
The Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
By the power of the Holy Spirit,
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day, he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
And his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

At the later service:
We believe in the God of Life, who creates and loves all people,
who acts in history and who promises never to leave us alone.
We believe in Jesus of Nazareth, who is both human and divine.
We believe that we dwell in the presence of the Holy Spirit for without her we are nothing;
filled with her we are able to become creative, lively and free.
We believe in the Church of Jesus our Christ,
a community where we find companions and courage for the struggles of life,
where we grow in our understanding of the faith through worship, prayer and service.
We believe that God has a purpose for us in this time and place, that even though we walk
through difficult times we are called to be instruments of God’s peace.
We believe in using, enjoying, respecting and caring for all that God has created for us.
We believe that people can change and that God transforms and heals us in ways that

we may not expect or imagine.
We believe that there is life with God after death even though we may not understand it.
Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The People stand or kneel.
As the church worldwide celebrates the beginning of its New Liturgical Year, let us turn our minds and hearts
to the larger community of which we are a part, saying:
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy.
For all people of every race, nation and disposition: May your love so embrace us all that its power overcomes
our conflicts, our defenses and our fears. Quicken us to our true nature as your children that we may love one
another.
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy.
For all the Christian Churches, Temples, Mosques, Synagogues and Houses of Worship around the world:
May we grow together in our understanding of mission, that we may be strengthened in unity with the Divine
and united in our acts of service to those in need.
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy.
For all Christian communities, young and growing in Africa, aging and changing in North America: Renew
our vision and experience of Christian community as ever birthing, ever transforming, ever young and open to
risk, ever old and full of wisdom.
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy.
For those who live in fear and confusion: Whether they be stateless people in refugee camps, or settled people
hidden behind high fences, give to the vulnerable strength, and to the secure vulnerability, that our human
compassion for one another may end injustice and give our societies a human face.
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy.
For our faith community here at Grace and our Mt. Clemens community: We pray also for those who suffer
most; for those who have Covid-19 and for their caretakers, for the emotionally and physically ill, for people
who are grieving and for those who are dying: May we all give comfort and support.
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy.
For the larger community around us, our counties, our state and our nation. May we care for the children and
for those who are homeless and imprisoned: May we create a world where shelter, food and medical care are
available for all and where the law protects all people.
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy.
For all those who are sick or infirmed and for those suffering because of COVID – 19, And for all who have
asked for our prayers: Ena, Cindy, Samantha, Thor, Rosy, Liz, Janice, Carol, Jennifer, Nina, Frank, Barbara,
Helen, Matthew, Jennie, Katherine, Reggie, Pam, Roy, Karen, Ollie, Jasmine, Allen, Donna, Tom, Darrell,
Frankie, Margaret, Sue, Dominique, Lianne, Lori, Michael, Amber, Eric, Leslie, Elliott, Neville, Bud, Sue,
Mike, Deanna, Grant, Rosemary, Connie, Jenny, John, Helen, Charlotte, Adele, Joan, Jackie.
Leader: Are there others?
Bless, comfort and protect all those for whom we pray
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy.
Concluding Collect:
Almighty God, kindle we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your wisdom those who
take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in tranquility your dominion may increase until the earth is filled
with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus our Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN.
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed.
By what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are
truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus our Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us,
That we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. AMEN.

My sisters and brothers: God loves us, God has mercy on us, God forgives us and God sets us free. So go out
and forgive others and forgive yourself so that we all may be free. AMEN.

THE PEACE
NOTE: We are sharing the peace in COVID safe ways, so we ask that you do something other than hug or
shake hands.
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THE MINISTRY OF THE TABLE
The Offering Song: We’ll Understand It Better By And By
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Doxology: We Stand within the Circle
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
First Sunday of Advent
ADVENT I
Year C
Celebrant:

May God be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Celebrant:

Lift up your hearts.

People:

We lift them up to God.

Celebrant:

Let us give thanks to our God.

People:

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant:
Blessed are you, God of David, for your faithfulness is steadfast and your mercy has been from
of old. You draw your people to you with your promise of salvation, and every promise you make, in your
goodness, you fulfill.
From the house of David you raised up your Messiah to restore Judah and to herald that your deliverance was
near. In your Son’s righteousness we find our life: for his righteousness was enough for your people who had
waited so long for justice, who had yearned so long for redemption, who had trusted so long in your grace.
Truly in his righteousness is fulfilled every hope of salvation in every generation. By his death we can stand
justified before you; and through his resurrection we can share your holy life forever. Therefore we praise you,
joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, martyrs and with all those in every generation who
have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn of praise:
SANCTUS
At the 8:30 Service:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
At the 10:30Service
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Celebrant continues
God of glory, for whose coming we wait, make this meal we share a sign that our redemption draws near. Send
your Holy Spirit upon your church; strengthen our hearts in all holiness that we may be heralds of your kingdom.
By your Spirit of salvation and hope, sanctify these gifts of bread and wine that they may be for us the body
and blood of your Son Jesus Christ; who at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, broke the
bread and gave it to them saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance
of me.”
After supper he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Drink this all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Celebrant:

Great is the mystery of our faith.

People:

Christ has died; Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Celebrant continues. God of power, you have promised to make your way to us: come quickly to those who
wait for you. Raise up every head that is bent low in sorrow. Lift up every heart that is bowed down in shame.
Uphold every soul that is made heavy by oppression. Inspire every weary throat to sing of the day when justice
and mercy meet. Bring us through all that is passing away to the life that shall never pass away, when every
eye shall be lifted up to gaze upon your Son in everlasting glory with all your saints.
Fill every heart with this sure and certain hope, sanctify us by your love and help us know that you are all in
all, ever one God, Holy Trinity.
People:

AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant says
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
At the 8:30 Service:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thine name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN
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At the 10:30 Service:
Our Father in heaven, holy is your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. AMEN.

BREAKING OF BREAD
8:30 Service
Celebrant:

God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.

People:

Therefore let us keep the feast.

At the Later Service

Celebrant:

The Gifts of God, for all of us, the holy people of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith and with thanksgiving.
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Music for Communion: This Little Light of Mine

Choir anthem: Soon-a Will Be Done, traditional spiritual
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Everyone
Gracious God, you have helped your people throughout all generations, now stand with us so that we may go
forth from this place, empowered to join with you in the ongoing building of your kingdom. All this we ask
through Jesus our Christ. AMEN.

BLESSING

Celebrant
May the Wisdom of God lead you.
May God shelter and protect you day and night.
May God stir your inmost thoughts to seek the divine.
May God give you patience to wait for the coming of Jesus.
And may the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier, be upon you this day and remain with you
always. AMEN.
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Closing Hymn: Keep your Lamps Trimmed and Burning

DISMISSAL
Priest: Our worship has now ended. Go forth in peace and with patience to love
yourself and your neighbor as we await the coming of Jesus at Christmas.
People: We will with God’s help!
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The Prayers of this Congregation
For all refugees, especially those at our southern border; for the farmers across our country who are
struggling; for Bonnie Perry, our Bishop, for Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael Curry,
our Presiding Bishop; Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., our retired bishop; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the
Diocese of the Dominican Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA
Bishop, SE Michigan Synod; Craig Satterlee, ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod; Stewart Wood,
our retired bishop; and our whole diocesan household, including Canterbury MSU in East Lansing, Church
of the Great Commission in Dona Lila DR, St. George’s in Milford; for Gretchen, our Governor; Joseph, our
President; Kamala, our Vice Presidnt; and all members of Congress.
For Ena Pederson, Cindy, Samantha, Thor, Rosy, Liz Moorehouse, Janice Kibler,
Carol Bales, Jennifer Holland, Nina DiGaetano, Frank & Barbara Davenport, Donna Hanes, Helen Stein,
Matthew Bishop, Jennie Berube, Katherine Domienik, Reggie Chrzanowski, Pam Sherry,
Roy Lawrence, Karen Blackburn, Ollie Denham, Jasmine Gardner, Allen David Clay, Tom Krell,
Darrell Banks, Frankie Dion, Margaret Marchionda, Sue Schlanbusch, Dominique Czupski, Lianne
Neumann, Lori Dodge, Michael Thomas, Amber Bean, Eric & Leslie Mix, Elliott, Neville Thompson, Bud
Denham, Sue Treend, Mike Zubas, Deanna Mejia, Grant, Rosemary Lake, Connie Harvey, Jenny Kirby,
John Schober, Charlotte Kalligeros, Adele Akasheh, Joan Walsh, Jackie Falconer..
Please note: Names will remain on the prayer list for one month.
In order to add someone or keep someone on the prayer list, please call the office.
Do you know someone who is ill? Please contact the office and we will add them to the prayer list.
JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY
Tuesdays at 7 pm on Zoom (Meeting info will remain as follows each week)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89732417015?pwd=Z0NkeFQ4L2FFSExYelB3WXoyUmFvZz09
Or Call: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015
Passcode: 683930
BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK RESUMES
We have resumed packing for Blessings in a Backpack on Wednesdays at ML King Academy, located at 400
Clinton River Drive in Mt. Clemens. Volunteers should try to arrive by 3:30 PM. It will take 1-1 1/2 hours to
pack the bags for the students. Thanks to all the volunteers and donors for your support!
The MINISTRIES of GRACE CHURCH
Currently
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sundays, online 8:30 & 10:30 am. Visit our website for more information.
Bible Study: Tuesdays at 7 pm.
OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Community Suppers:
Wednesdays at 4:00
Sunday Supper Sundays at 4:30, November-March
Food Pantry:
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 10 am -12 noon, curbside pickup
Serving from 250 - 350 people every month
Blessings in a Backpack:
Wednesdays at 3:30 at ML King Academy
All outreach ministries welcome volunteers,
financial donations, or food and clothing donations.
Call the office to learn about helping or giving:
586-465-4573
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Current Announcements
Warming Center:
We will be hosting our Warming Center ministry from January 16th - 23rd and are in need of donations. Here
are some things that would be helpful:
$5 GIFT CARDS
FRUIT CUPS

TUNA PACKS
POPTARTS

APPLE SAUCE
There is a wish list on the bulletin board.

Alter Flowers:
Please Sign up for alter flowers on the bulletin board

Coffee Hour:
Sign up sheet located on the bulletin board.
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CHICKEN PACKS
PUDDING CUPS

