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MEMORIAL DAY & CHRISTIANITY 
 

Later this month we will be celebrating a national holiday that is 
not part of our liturgical year, but I would like to explore with your 
how the basic premise of Memorial Day might fit into our Christian 
faith.   
 

To begin with I think a little historical background on this day  
would be helpful. This holiday was originally called Decoration Day 
and it began after the American Civil War to honor both Union and 
Confederate soldiers who died in the great domestic conflict. The 
purpose of this holiday was twofold, to remember those who died 

on both sides and to move the fractured country toward reconciliation and reunification.  
 

This holiday was celebrated on May 30th and as early as 1882 it was becoming known as  
Memorial Day, but it wasn’t until 1967 that Congress made this name change official. And 
then a year later in 1968, Congress took another step and passed the Uniform Holiday Bill 
which moved three federal holidays from their traditional dates to a specified Monday in  
order to create convenient three-day weekends.  
 

Even though the North and the South had been enemies it was understood that the  
animosity, pain and resentment toward each other had to be resolved in order for the nation 
to be healed. After World War I, however, this holiday was broadened to honor all Americans 
who had died in any war fighting for the common cause of the United States.  
 

The focus on reconciliation and reunification was dropped and the holiday was seen primarily 
as a time to visit graves and remember all the military personnel who had died in war.  
Patriotism was high during and after World War II and continued throughout the 1950’s so 
there was a common understanding and celebration of Memorial Day during these decades. Flags and parades were seen everywhere 
as a way to remember and honor those fallen warriors who had sacrificed their lives so that America could be free.  
 

But the strong sense of patriotism had faded during the Vietnam era and along with it so had the corporate practice and celebration 
of Memorial Day. Along with national disenchantment, Americans now had more disposal income and wanted more leisure time, so  
it wasn’t long before Memorial Day came to be seen as the start of summer vacation season as well as a time devoted to shopping, 
family gatherings, picnics, trips to the beach and sporting events such as the Indianapolis 500.  
 

In essence, Memorial Day had become for many Americans, a day off from work or school and a time to rest and play. However,  
since September 11th 2001, Americans have been reclaiming the Memorial Day remembrances and celebrations of a by-gone era.  
Patriotism has returned and a new generation of Americans is carrying the torch of freedom, honor and remembrance for those who 
have died in uniform in the service of their country.  
 

This is all well and good, but we haven’t yet reclaimed the original goal of this holiday, namely, reconciliation and reunification with  
all of our enemies whether they are nations, political parties, religious movements, institutions, churches, neighbors, family members, 
neighbors or other individuals in order to make our country and our world a better, stronger, healthier place for all people. I wonder 
why we haven’t retrieved this part of our history? 
 

Have we lost sight of the fact that we need our former enemies in order to survive? As much as we focus on our independence,  
the reality is that we are interdependent on other people as well. We cannot go it alone in this world. We cannot afford to remain 
enemies with all those we have opposed in the past. We have to settle our differences and move on together for the good of our 
communities, nation and the world.  
 

Now you may be wondering, what does all of this have to do with Christianity?  
 

To begin with, Memorial Day shares a basic tenet with our faith. Our scriptures are clear that there is no greater love that a person 
can have than to lay down his or her life so that others may live. Isn’t this exactly what our military personnel have done? Isn’t this 
what Jesus has done? This element of self-sacrifice, offering one’s own life for the good of others is foundational to both our national 
holiday and our religion.           Continued on page 2 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Call   312-626–6799 
Meeting ID: 899 8049 9374 

Password: 382635 
TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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MEMORIAL DAY & CHRISTIANITY      Continued from page 1  
This, however, is where our Memorial Holiday and our Christian faith part company, but it doesn’t have to be that way. The  
original goal of Decoration Day was to reconcile and heal the former enemies so that they may once again be one.  
 

Jesus was clear that his mission was to heal the brokenness, to promote forgiveness and reconciliation between all peoples and 
with God. Jesus came to show us how to live with each other in peace and harmony so that all people may flourish and prosper. 
Jesus is the link between humanity and the Divine showing us God’s plan for the world. 
 

Now you may call me naïve, but I believe that our celebration of Memorial Day could also include these elements of healing,  
forgiveness and reconciliation. But it would take some extra work on our part as individuals and as a nation.  
 

This is where our faith comes into action. We hear in the Gospel of John that Jesus told his followers after his resurrection: “If  
you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you  
forever”. Left to our own devices we as humans often have a difficult time keeping the commandments of Jesus to love our  
enemies and to do good to those who persecute us, to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the prisoner and care for the  
widow and orphan.  
 

These are the things we aspire to, but we frequently get caught up in our own stuff. Anger, resentment, self-righteousness, pride, 
jealousy, vengeance and a host of other things keep us from being the agents of healing, reconciliation and forgiveness in the world 
that Jesus calls us to be. 
 

Fortunately for us, Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to be our advocate, guide and mediator. Just as the disciples were scared and in  
hiding, unable to act after Jesus died, the Holy Spirit came on Pentecost to empower and embolden the followers to act in Jesus’ 
name and live out those commandments.  
 

The way I see it, Memorial Day already has some of the elements that underlie our Christian belief, but I think we are called to step 
up and take this holiday to a higher level. How can you, how can we restore that forgotten goal of that first Memorial Day? 
 

How can we be agents of healing, forgiveness, reconciliation and reunification in our broken world today? 
 

Easter Blessings! 
 

Pastor Steve            

On Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd we will have only 
one Zoom service at 8:30 am. For the 10:30  

service we will have an outdoor liturgy in our 
back parking lot which will include music and  
communion! We are asking everyone to bring  

your own lawn/folding chairs and seat yourselves 
on the chalk marked spaces that will be drawn 6 
feet apart on the asphalt. We will have ushers  
available to coordinate parking in our lot for  
people with mobility challenges and we ask  

everyone else to park in some of the surrounding 
business lots or the city parking garage. Even 
though we will be outside, we are still asking  

people to wear a mask and you may also want to 
bring a hot or cold beverage. In the case of bad 
weather, we will send out a robo call at 6:00 pm  

on Saturday, May 22 to cancel the outside service 
and we will have our usual 10:30 am Sunday 

 zoom service instead.  

A Message from Amy Saari,  
Music Minister 
 

There’s a new hymn I want to share, whose text comes directly  
inspired from Acts 8:26-40, a New Testament passage coming up quick in 
our services. I want to give us all a chance to learn this hymn text, as it’s  
very inspiring and timely for us. Here’s what the author has to say about it: 
“The story of the Ethiopian eunuch is a fascinating one in part because it 
tells the story not only of the Ethiopian’s conversion, but also of Phillip’s. 
Phillip is called to trust more in the movement of the Holy Spirit than the 
traditional teaching he has received about who can and cannot be included 
in the family of God.”  
 

I Met a Stranger on the Road, by David Bjorlin 
I met a stranger on the road who read a book alone, 
Whose skin was dark and language strange, whose status was unknown. 
And yet he read my sacred text, this pilgrim from abroad, 
And asked, “Where can I find a guide to lead me to this God?” 
 
I told the story of the Christ whose life denounced each wall, 
Whose love expands our narrowed sights: the Lamb raised up for all. 
And when I asked if he believed, I saw my view was flawed: 
We both encountered grace that day, we both were led to God. 
 
For when we draw our boundary lines dividing out from in, 
Then Christ stands on the other side; exclusion is our sin. 
Praise God for strangers on the road, the different and the odd, 
The pilgrim guides who take our hand and lead us back to God. 
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MCREST NEEDS FOR 2021 

This year’s MCREST week will be from May 23rd through May30th.   
Grace will be providing 3 meals a day to be taken to the MCREST office  
in Roseville.  So, the procedures will be different this year.  We need to 
provide meals for 60 men.  Breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  Donations of 
items or money is greatly appreciated.  Money may be sent to the parish 
office anytime. Earmarked for MCREST. 
For Breakfast meals the following is needed: 
Individual wrapped breakfast bars, protein bars: 120 
English Muffins: 120 
Individual wrapped danishes/ sweet rolls: 120                                          
Juice boxes or bags: 420                     
Bananas:  180 pieces 
Oranges:  180 pieces 
For Lunch meals we need the following: 
Peanut Butter:  4 large containers 
Grape Jelly:  4 large containers 
Lunch meat:   Ham:  6   One-pound package 
          Bologna:  6   One-pound package 
Individual wrapped cheese slices:  120  slices 
For Dinner meals   I would like 6 people to each take a day.  I am asking 
for a person to make enough for 10 people. Or pick the meat, potato,  
vegetable.  The meals can be delivered to the church the morning of  
between 9-11 am.  They do not need to be warm.  For the client will  
microwave them in their rooms. 
I will need 60 servings of the following: 
Sunday:  Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, vegetable 
Monday: Hamburgers, buns, pork&beans     
Tuesday: Casseroles (Of your choosing)  
Wednesday: Spaghetti, rolls,  
Thursday: Already covered.   
Friday:   Hot dogs, buns, pork & beans 
Saturday:  Boneless chicken breast, rice, vegetable, 10 cucumbers, 10 
tomatoes, 1 large purple onion  1/ 16-ounce Italian dressing bottle.                                                                              
I also need the following items to complete the packages to take to 
MCREST.                                    
Napkins:  9 large packages (at least 100 count) 
Water:  420 individual bottles 
Sandwich bags:  9/ 100 count box 
Paper lunch bags:  9/ 100 count bag 
Individual serving of Chips, pretzels etc.:  420 bags 
Hard Candy:  1 large bag 
White Bread (large loaf):12 loaves 
During the week of May 23, I will need drivers to pick up the meals from 
the church and take to the   
MCREST office in Roseville by 1PM daily.  Also, people to help make up 
the packages every day from 9am-12pm.                                                          
I will need the non-perishable foods delivered to the church by May 19. 
The items can be dropped off during the pantry hours of 10am-12pm 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday. 
Perishable food may be dropped off the same hours for the dinners 9-11 
AM the week of May 23rd. 
To sign up for items or dinners or any questions please email the church 
at gracemtclemens@yahoo.com or Martha Houser:  
mhouser97@yahoo.com   Or call the church 586/465-4573 or Martha at 
586/453-5470  
Thanks for any help you can give for the MCREST program.   
Martha Houser     

From the 150th Anniversary 
Church Mouse: 
Through the “Grace” of God.... 
 
We hope the remembrance of our 
Confirmation vows was as meaningful 
to you as it was to Ann and me.    
Until we can meet in person, our monthly service will  
concentrate on prayerful remembrance of that month’s 
celebration.   
The banquet is still on as of this writing for October 24, 
2021!  Tickets will be available late August.  Hopefully, 
we will not be on restrictions for the total amount of 
people.  And that it is the best fall day any of us has 
seen!  
God’s continued Blessings upon you and yours. 
Tish Germain and Ann Strevel 
Co-Chairs 

SAYING FAREWELL TO 
DONNA HODGSON  

On April 30th, our part-time 
parish administrator,  
Donna Hodgson, finished 
her tenure as an employee 
of Grace. Many people think 
of this position as a strictly 
administrative role, but  
Donna has gone above and 
beyond to lovingly serve and support our parishioners, 
ministries and community members! Ask anyone who 
has interacted with her and they will tell you how much 
they appreciate her!  
 

In addition to all her clerical duties Donna has  
effectively made this an outreach ministry by collecting 
food, clothing items and bus tickets to distribute to our 
Mt. Clemens neighbors in need. She has also acted as 
liaison and the “go to” person for all our programs and 
volunteers to help resolve issues and coordinate  
activities. Even though she is moving on to pursue  
full-time employment, Donna will continue to work  
as an independent contractor a few hours a week to  
put together our worship bulletins, newsletters and 
maintain our website. Her other duties will be divided 
among various parish volunteers until we are able to hire 
another parish administrator once we are fully back in 
our building.  
 

THANK YOU, Donna for all you have done for us! We will 
miss you and we wish you well! 

mailto:gracemtclemens@yahoo.com
mailto:mhouser97@yahoo.com


Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  

Cell: 203-641-2068  
Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  

 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

Parish Administrator: Donna Hodgson  
 

2021 Vestry  
Pam Sherry, Senior Warden 
Jim Smith, Junior Warden,  

Karen Davenport, Kris Eckert, 
Ann Farrell, Brooke Lau, Martha Houser,  

Marilee Racine, Tom Stotz  
Treasurer: Tish Germain • Clerk: Tom Stotz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays and Sundays at 4:30 pm, take-out only 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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Grace Episcopal Church 
115 South Main Street, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 

Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162 
Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com 

Website: www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday10:00 am-4:00pm 

May Birthdays 
 

Linda Williamson  5/1 
Julie Anne Saph  5/5 
Wendy Oravec  5/5 

Mary Ann Bagdasarian  5/12 
Jim Smith  5/12 
Lisa Ewalt  5/14 
Lori Simon  5/14 

“B” BUCKS for Blessings in a Backpack   
If your wallet has any dollar bills with  
B on them, please pass them along to 
help us fill backpacks with weekend 

food for hungry  
Mt. Clemens students.   

Recommended Donations 
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and Fruits, 

Macaroni and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly, 
Tuna Fish/Canned Chicken, Spaghettios, 

Hamburger Helper, Instant Mashed Potatoes, 
Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal, Applesauce in Cans 

 

Tuesdays at 7:00 pm on Zoom 
Visit our website and  

follow the link. 
Or call: 312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015   
Password: 683930 

Frankie Dion  5/14 
Mary Williams  5/21 

Ann Strevel  5/22 
Lucy Smith  5/26 

Charlotte Kalligeros  5/27 
Terry Hitchcock  5/29  


