
  

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
  A Protestant church in the worldwide 

 Anglican Communion.  

 
Before the Service — Speak quietly to God 
During the Service — Let God speak to you 
After the Service — Speak to one another 

 

Officiant:  The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik 
Cell: 203-641-2068 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan 
Ms. Amy Saari, Minister of Music  

115 South Main Street, Mt Clemens, MI 48043 
 Office 586-465-4573   Fax 586-463-9162 

Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com  
Visit us on the web at 

 www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 

A LITURGY FOR HOME  
 

When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church 
 

The Second Sunday of Lent 

 

February 28, 2021 — 10:30 am Service 

TO JOIN THIS SERVICE  LIVE VIA ZOOM 
 

To join this service online, visit our website at gracechurchmtclemens.org and follow the link. 
 

To join this service by phone, call 312-626-6799 
 

Meeting ID: 899 8049 9374 
 

Password: 382635 
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Opening Hymn:  God It Was Who Said To Abraham 

Priest: Bless the Lord who forgives all sins. 
People:  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 
Priest:  Almighty God, to you all hears are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse 
the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your Holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE KYRIE:  Lord Have Mercy 
 
Lord, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy 
Oh Lord, have mercy 
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The Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant: May God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, 
and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable 
truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God  
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and 
will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, 
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your 
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from 
you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 
 

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.  
I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to  
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 
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THE RESPONSE 
 
Psalm 22:22-30 
Deus, Deus meus 
 

22 Praise the Lord, you that fear him; * 
stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 
all you of Jacob's line, give glory. 

23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
neither does he hide his face from them; * 
but when they cry to him he hears them. 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 
"May your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; 
my descendants shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the Lord'S for ever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that he has done. 
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The Second Reading   
 
Romans 4:13-25 
 
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through 
the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, 
faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. 
 
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all 
his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 
(for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 
that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” 
according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when 
he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), 
or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the 
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God 
was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now 
the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be 
reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to 
death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church . 

Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Hymn:  Too Many Miles by Amy Saari 
 
Chorus: 
It’s all about the journey, not the destination 
For the destination is assured. 
It’s all about the journey, not the destination 
For the destination is assured. 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, from  Mark 8:31-38 

 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite 
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.” 

 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son 
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 
The Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you Lord Christ  
 
The Homily:  The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  
 
 

We observe a brief silence for reflection. 
 
 
 
The Affirmation of our Faith 

 
The Apostles’ Creed 

I give my heart to God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I give my heart to Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried, 

And descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I give my heart to the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic and apostolic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   The People stand or kneel. 
 
During this Lenten season of self-examination, repentance, fasting, prayer, self-denial, and almsgiving, we 
offer our prayers to God, saying: 
Lord, have mercy.  
 
We pray for the Christian church of God throughout the world, that all its members may turn to the Lord and 
keep a holy Lent.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
We pray for all who are persecuted, shunned, neglected, or rejected because of racism or fear and we pray for 
an end to this type of violence and behavior. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 
We pray for the poor of the earth, for the victims of warfare and for refugees around the world, that their 
mourning may be turned into joy.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
We pray for the nations of the world, that those in authority will hear, see and feel the love of God in their 
lives, and may they work toward peace and reconciliation with all people.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
We pray for all who are in need of a safe place to live, for those who need food on the table, and for those 
who need protection and companionship.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
We pray for all the people suffering with COVID-19, their families, caretakers and front line workers in this 
pandemic. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
We pray for governmental, medical and business leaders that they may work together to make sure that 
COVID vaccines reach as many people as quickly as possible.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 
We pray also for those who suffer most; for the emotionally and physically ill, for people who are grieving 
and for those who have died. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our own needs and those of others, that God may be our hope and consolation. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 
For all those who are sick or infirmed or who have asked for our prayers:  Ena, Cynthia, Michelle, Jeff,  
Samantha, Thor, Rosy, Jeanne, Liz, Janice, Pam, Sue, Carol, Candy, Jennifer, Nina, Frank, Barbara, 
Dan, Donna, Herman, Keta, Brianna, Helen, Matthew, Jennie, Jerry, Dan, Owen, Joe, Katherine, Barb, 
Jex, Mary Ann, Kathy, Shea, James, Bernard, Reggie, Jane.  
  
Are there others? 
 
Bless, comfort and protect all those for whom we pray 
Lord, have mercy.  
 
CONCLUDING COLLECT  
God our creator, you are constantly and unconditionally loving, us even when we stray from you. Hear our 
prayers and guide us into the way of your peace.  AMEN. 
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
A brief silence may be observed. 
 
For all the ways in which we break, 
And wound, and mock your love 
By how we treat each other, 
We are truly sorry, 
And we ask your forgiveness and mercy. 
 
Give us the grace to apologize 
The courage to forgive, 
And the will to reconcile – 
With ourselves, each other, and you. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Friends in Christ, during this time of social distancing, we are not able to celebrate the Eucharist 
together. Many of us are feeling what St. Thomas Aquinas describes as an “ardent desire to receive 
Jesus in the most holy sacrament and lovingly embrace him.” We are aware of this absence and our 
yearning for the real presence of Christ in that same experience we share with followers of Christ 
throughout the ages. Until we meet again in community we can practice a different Christian tradi-
tion in the practice of spiritual communion. We will now pray the prayer for spiritual communion 
from the Prayer Book for the Armed Services. 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Priest The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
 
Priest Let us pray: In union, O God, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where 

the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. 
We remember your death, Lord Christ; We proclaim your resurrection; We await your com-
ing in glory. Since we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we 
beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, 
Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this 
life and in the life to come.  

People Amen.  
 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to pray: 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 
 

BLESSING 

Closing Hymn: When Life is Dry by Susan Bock 
 
When life is dry, and hot like a desert 
When life is hard, and you feel alone 
When you are lost, and wandering in sorrow, 
God’s love will bring you home. 
 
Love that’s like showers in the desert 
Early morning dew 
Rivers from the deepest earth  
Flowing for you 
It’s like water when you’re thirsty 
Bathing all your sadness. 
God’s love will bring you home. 

The Dismissal  
 
Priest: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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The Prayers of this Congregation 
 

For all refugees, especially those at our southern border; for the farmers across our country who are  
struggling; for Bonnie Perry, our Bishop, for Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael Curry,  
our Presiding Bishop; Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., our retired bishop; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the  

Diocese of the Dominican Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA 
Bishop, SE Michigan Synod; Craig Satterlee, ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod; Stewart Wood, 

our retired bishop; and our whole diocesan household, including  St. Luke’s in Santiago DR, Trinity Church 
in Farmington Hills, St. John’s in Howell;  for Gretchen, our Governor; Joseph, our President;  

Kamala, our Vice President; and all members of Congress. 
 

For Ena Pederson, Cynthia Burdie, Michelle, Jeff, Samantha, Thor, Rosy, Jeanne Nowak,  
Liz Moorehouse, Janice Kibler, Pam Zawierucha, Sue Schlanbusch, Carol Bales, Candy Dixon,  
Jennifer Holland, Nina DiGaetano, Frank & Barbara Davenport, Dan Davenport, Donna Hanes,  

Herman Houser, Keta, Brianna, Helen Stein, Matthew, Jennie Berube, Dan, Jerry Gardner,  
Owen F., Joe Fettue, Katherine Domienik, Barb, Jex Harrison, Mary Ann Bagdasarian  

Kathy & Shea Meloche, James Sikes, Bernard Gerlach, Reggie Chrzanowski, Jane Carpenter. 
 

Please note:  Names will remain on the prayer list for one month.   
In order to add someone or keep someone on  the prayer list, please fill out a new prayer card  

(from the back of the pews) and place it in the offering tray. 
Do you know someone who is ill?  Please contact the office and we will add them to the prayer list. 

 
JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY  

Tuesdays at 7 pm on Zoom  (Meeting info will remain as follows each week) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89732417015?pwd=Z0NkeFQ4L2FFSExYelB3WXoyUmFvZz09 

Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015     Password: 683930  Or call:  312-626-6799 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89732417015?pwd=Z0NkeFQ4L2FFSExYelB3WXoyUmFvZz09
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Grace’s Income and Expenses                                 Capital Campaign 

Goal for 2020-22:  $150,000.00 

Pledged to date:       $85,850.00 

Received to date:    $33,900.00 

Dec.  total expenses:  $39,097.37  Feb.  pledge income: $19,308.07 

Dec.  total income:      $58,134.86 Feb.  outreach income:  $1,582.00 

      Feb.  rental income:     $1,59000 

 
The MINISTRIES of GRACE CHURCH 

Currently 
 

 WORSHIP SERVICES 
Sundays, online 8:30 & 10:30 am.  Visit our website for more information. 

Bible Study:  Thursdays at 10 am.   
 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
Community Suppers:  

Sundays at 4:30, take-out meals only 
Wednesdays at 4:30, take-out meals only 

 
Food Pantry: 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 10 am -12 noon, curbside pickup 
Serving from 250 - 350 people every month 

 
All outreach ministries welcome volunteers,  

financial donations, or food and clothing donations. 
 

Call  the office to learn about helping or giving: 
586-465-4573 
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