
  

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
  A Protestant church in the worldwide 

 Anglican Communion.  

A LITURGY FOR HOME  
 

When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church 
 

Easter VI,  May 17, 2020 

Before the Service — Speak quietly to God 
During the Service — Let God speak to you 
After the Service — Speak to one another 

 
Opening Hymn:  At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing (Listen to this hymn on our website) 

 
THE WORD OF GOD  
 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 
Risen Christ, your agony on the cross was the birth pangs of a new creation: Give us the courage of the wom-
en who first discovered your empty tomb, that we may marvel with them at the wonder and glory of your res-
urrection and proclaim that glory to others. We ask this, Christ our Lord. AMEN.  
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant: May God be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
 
Celebrant: Let us pray.  
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour 
into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain 
your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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THE LESSONS 
 

The First Reading   
 
Acts 17:22-31 
 
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious 
you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of 
your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ 
What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the 
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, 
since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he 
made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and 
the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and 
perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For 
‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 

‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked 
the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because 
he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man 
whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
The Response   
 
Psalm 66:7-18 
Jubilate Deo 

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 
make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8 Who holds our souls in life, * 
and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 
you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10 You brought us into the snare; * 
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 
we went through fire and water; * 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 
and will pay you my vows, * 
which I promised with my lips 
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 
with the smoke of rams; * 
I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 
and his praise was on my tongue. 
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16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 
the Lord would not have heard me; 

17 But in truth God has heard me; * 
he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
nor withheld his love from me. 

 
 
 
The Second Reading   
    
1 Peter 3:13-22 
 
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone 
who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who 
abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for 
doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also 
suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went 
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when 
God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good con-
science, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church . 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN:  If You Love Me  (Listen to the hymn on our website) 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, from John 14:15-21 
 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he 
will be in you. 
”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, 
but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Fa-
ther, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love 
me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to 
them.” 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Homily:  Edie Wakevainen (Listen to this sermon on our website) 
 
 

We observe a brief silence for reflection. 
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The Affirmation of our Faith 
 
 
At the Early Service: The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God,  

The Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  
By the power of the Holy Spirit,  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day, he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

And his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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At the Later Service:  The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I give my heart to God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I give my heart to Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried, 

And descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I give my heart to the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic and apostolic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
Christ is risen – Alleluia!  
 
In the confidence of the resurrection we now pray in our Savior’s name for all of God’s people throughout 
the world, saying: Awake, O Sleeper, rise from death, 
And Christ will give you life!  
 
Bring newness and change to your church, O God, that we might serve you with courage and grace. Awake, 
O Church, rise from death, 
And Christ will give you life!  
 
Bring newness and change to your world, O God, that all might know the goodness of your love. Awake, O 
World, rise from death, 
And Christ will give you life!  
 
Bring newness and change to our nation, O God, that each person might share with and honor the other. 
Awake, O People, rise from death, 
And Christ will bring you life!  
 
Bring newness and change for the suffering, especially Ena, Sid, Cynthia, Michelle, Jeff, Samantha,  
Sirune, Odin, Thor, Genevieve, Rosy, Cindy, Deborah, Jeanne, Michelle, Pam, Liz, Janice, Nina, 
Charlotte, Suzanne, Pam Z, Sue, Frank, Jean, Terry,  Joan, Brenda, Sabrina, Barbara, Frank,  
Wendy, Barb, Carol, Candy. 
Are there others? 
 
That they might know your saving help. Awake, O Sorrowful, rise from death,  
And Christ will give you life!  
 
Bring newness and change to even the departed, O God, that they might forever grow in your likeness. 
Awake, O Saints, rise from death, 
And Christ will give you life!  
 
Bring newness and change O God, for people all around the world who are suffering because of the corona-
virus: the sick, the dying, the caregivers, the unemployed, and the families, that we might grow together in 
faith and hope. Awake, O Soul, rise from death, 
And Christ will give you life!  
 
Awake, O Sleeper, rise from death, for Christ has burst forth from the tomb, making all things new. Rise and 
live, says the Lord. This day God has made for life and all joy! 
Alleluia, Amen!  
 
 
CONCLUDING COLLECT  
Hear our prayers O God, for whom we pray, and give us peace in this time of our paschal rejoicing, in your 
risen Son, Jesus, our exalted one. Amen.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Friends in Christ, during this time of social distancing, we are not able to celebrate the Eucharist 
together. Many of us are feeling what St. Thomas Aquinas describes as an “ardent desire to receive 
Jesus in the most holy sacrament and lovingly embrace him.” We are aware of this absence and our 
yearning for the real presence of Christ in that same experience we share with followers of Christ 
throughout the ages. Until we meet again in community we can practice a different Christian tradi-
tion in the practice of spiritual communion. We will now pray the prayer for spiritual communion 
from the Prayer Book for the Armed Services. 

 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Priest The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
 
Priest Let us pray: In union, O God, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where 

the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. 
We remember your death, Lord Christ; We proclaim your resurrection; We await your com-
ing in glory. Since we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, 
we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your 
grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, 
in this life and in the life to come.  

People Amen.  
 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 
Second Service:  Listen to the pre-recorded Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Blessing 
 
People Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:  Hallelujah!  (Listen to this song on our website) 
 
The Dismissal  
 
Priest The Peace of the Lord be always with you. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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2020 US CENSUS 

Keep an eye out for your US Census form and make sure to fill it out and send it in.  Information you 
provide is always kept confidential, and it is critical to the community that everyone is counted. 

 
NEW INFORMATION? 

 Have you moved?  Gotten rid of your landline? Changed your phone number?   
Please let the office know — 586-465-4573 or gracemtclemens@yahoo.com. 

 

The CHILDREN’S CORNER 

From the committee for “Enfolding our Children into Worship” 

THIS WEEK’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 

May 17  —  Knowing Jesus in a new way — Easter VI 
 

The season of Easter extends the experience of Easter Sunday for six weeks but also helps prepare for the 
coming of Pentecost.  This period is a transition between Jesus’ earthly ministry and the coming of the Holy 

Spirit.  It is a time when the disciples and others began to know Jesus in a new way.  He is neither simply  
human nor simply spiritual.  He is completely both in a way that is anything but simple.  Our focus here is on 
Jesus’ followers, as they experienced the fearful wonder and astonishment of this transition time.  In all of the 
appearances there is at least an implied call to mission.  The disciples were commissioned to spread the good 
news of the reality they experienced during the transition and in Pentecost.  This week’s presentation focuses 

on  Known in Making Him Known.  It is the story of the disciples gathering on a mountain to meet Jesus.    
He told them to go everywhere and tell his story.  To show them how to be good disciples and to tell them the 

story so they can become part of it. 

The Prayers of this Congregation 
 

For all refugees, especially those at our southern border; for the farmers across our country who are  
struggling; for Bonnie Perry, our Bishop, for Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael Curry,  
our Presiding Bishop; Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., our retired bishop; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the  

Diocese of the Dominican Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA 
Bishop, SE Michigan Synod; Craig Satterlee, ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod; Stewart Wood, 

our retired bishop; and our whole diocesan household, including St. Luke’s in Ypsilanti, Church of the  
Resurrection in Ecorse, Church of the Reconciliation in Azuza DR; for Donald, our President, and all  

members of Congress. 
 
For Ena Pederson, Sid Stayler, Cynthia Burdie, Michelle, Jeff & Samantha, Sirune, Odin & Thor, Genevieve 

& Rosy, Cindy, Deborah Pinto, Jeanne Nowak, Michelle Wisneski, Pam Sherry, Liz Morehouse, Janice 
Kibler, Nina DiGaetano, Charlotte Kalligeros, Suzanne Johnson, Pam Zawierucha, Sue Schlanbusch, Bren-

da Steinberger-Domienik, Sabrina, Frank & Barbara Davenport, Joan Donald, Jean & Terry Hitchcock, 
Frank Laura, Wendy, Barb Keranen, Carol Bales, Candy Dixon. 

 
Please note:  Names will remain on the prayer list for one month.   

In order to add someone or keep someone on  the prayer list, please fill out a new prayer card  
(from the back of the pews) and place it in the offering tray. 

 
Do you know someone who is ill?  Please contact the office and we will add them to the prayer list. 
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Officiant:  The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik 
Cell: 203-641-2068 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan 
Ms. Amy Saari, Minister of Music  

115 South Main Street, Mt Clemens, MI 48043 
 Office 586-465-4573   Fax 586-463-9162 

Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com  
Visit us on the web at 

 www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 

 
The MINISTRIES of GRACE CHURCH 

Currently 
 

 WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Morning Prayer: On our website each Sunday 
 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
 

Community Suppers:  
 

Wednesdays at 4:00, take-out meals only 
 

Father Bob’s Food Pantry: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 10 am -12 noon, curbside pickup 

Serving from 250 - 350 people every month 
 

All outreach ministries welcome volunteers,  
financial donations, or food and clothing donations. 

 
Call  the office to learn about helping or giving: 

586-465-4573 

Grace’s Income and Expenses                                 Capital Campaign 

April total expenses:  $18,572.64   May pledge income: $10,870.17 

April  total income:    $25,423.44   May outreach incme: $1,765.10
       

        May rental income:   $1,240.00 

 

Goal for 2020-22:  $150,000.00 

Pledged to date:       $50,250.00 

Received to date:     $15,500.00 

Would you be interested in worship or meeting opportunities online or by phone on Zoom?, 

Evening Prayer, Bible Study, Adult Christian Formation, Book Club 

Go to our website at gracechurchmtclemens.org 

or call the office at 586-465-4573 if you would like to  

participate in any of these options, or if you have other suggestions. 


