
  

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
  A Protestant church in the worldwide 

 Anglican Communion.  

A LITURGY FOR HOME  
When life's circumstances prevent us from  

attending Church 
Lent IV  March 22, 2020 

Before the Service — Speak quietly to God 
During the Service — Let God speak to you 
After the Service — Speak to one another 

PRELUDE:  Through the Grace of God  (Listen to this song on our website) 
 
OPENING HYMN:  Be Still  (Listen to this hymn on our website) 
 
Officiant Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, let them deny themselves 
                    and take up their cross and follow me.  Mark 8:34 
 
Officiant Let us confess our sins to God. 
      
People  God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing  your will in our 
lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We 
repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive,  
restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve 
only your will. Amen. 
 
Officiant                                                                             by The Rev. Sam Wells 
God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and fear.  Look with mercy on those who 
have contracted the coronavirus, on any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  Through this time 
of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in us.   Make us more aware of our in-
terdependence on each other, and of the strength that comes from being one body in you.  Through Christ our 
wounded healer. Amen.  
 
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
 
Officiant  O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.  
 
People  And your glory all the day long.  
  Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the     
  beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
Invitatory Psalm 
 
Officiant       Our God is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him. 
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People 
Come, let us sing to the Lord;  
   let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving  
   and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are the caverns of the earth,  
   and the heights of the hills are his also.  
The sea is his, for he made it,   
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,  
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand* 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 
 
 
Officiant     Our God is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him. 
 

 
 
Psalm Appointed for the Day Psalm 23  
 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
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THE LESSONS 

 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have pro-
vided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill 
me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ In-
vite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one 
whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of 
the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have 
come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sancti-
fied Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before 
the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appear-
ance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. 
He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel 
said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now 
he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for 
this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and 
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went 
to Ramah. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Canticle J A Song of Judith   (Judith 16:13-16)     EOW 35 
 
I will sing a new song to my God, *  
for you are great and glorious,  
wonderful in strength, invincible.  
Let the whole creation serve you, *  
for you spoke and all things came into being.  
You sent your breath and it formed them, *  
no one is able to resist your voice.  
Mountains and seas are stirred to their depths, *  
rocks melt like wax at your presence.  
But to those who fear you, *  
you continue to show mercy. 
No sacrifice, however fragrant, can please you, *  
but whoever fears the Lord shall stand in your sight for ever. 
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A Reading from Ephesians 5:8-14 
 
Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of 
the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take 
no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention 
what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Sleeper, awake! 
Rise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church . 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Canticle N  A Song of God’s Love   (1 John 4:7-11)     EOW 37 
 
Beloved, let us love one another, *  
for love is of God.  
Whoever does not love does not know God, *  
for God is Love.  
In this the love of God was revealed among us, *  
that God sent his only Son into the world,  
so that we might live through Jesus Christ. 
In this is love,  
not that we loved God but that God loved us *  
and sent his Son that sins might be forgiven.  
Beloved, since God loved us so much, *  
we ought also to love one another.  
For if we love one another, God abides in us, *  
and God’s love will be perfected in us. 
 
 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN:  You Are My Shepherd    (Listen to the hymn on our website) 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, from John 9:1-41 
 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he 
was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent 
me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the 
mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he 
went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beg-
gar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others 
were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, 
“Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They 
said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Je-
sus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his 
sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees 
said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man 
who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What 
do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of 
the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How 
then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 
but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of 
age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews 
had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the syna-
gogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! 
We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do 
know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open 
your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his 
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we 
do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know 
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard 
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 
They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove 
him out. 
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You 
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 
Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do 
see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not 
blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, 
‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Homily:  Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  (Listen to this sermon on our website) 
 
 

We observe a brief silence for reflection. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I give my heart to God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I give my heart to Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried, 

And descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I give my heart to the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic and apostolic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS 
 
Officiant   Hear our cry, O God.  
People      And listen to our prayer.  
Officiant   Let us pray.  
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Listen to this prayer sung on our website) 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  
     your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
      who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
      now and for ever. Amen. 
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Suffrages           EOW 42 
 
V. Help us, O God our Savior;  
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.  
V. Look upon your congregation;  
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.  
V. Declare your glory among the nations;  
R. And your wonders among all peoples.  
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;  
R. Never forget the lives of your poor.  
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;  
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.  
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;  
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our ignorance in ask-
ing: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness we 
dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A Collect for the Renewal of Life 
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow of death into the 
morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the 
way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness while it was day, we may, when night comes, re-
joice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Prayer for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and sancti-
fied: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, 
that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   The People stand or kneel. 
 
 
During this Lenten season of self-examination, repentance, fasting, prayer, self-denial, and almsgiving, we 
offer our prayers to God, saying: 
Lord, have mercy.  
 
We pray for all those who have been or continue to be victims of physical, sexual,  
emotional, spiritual or psychological violence and abuse. May God protect and heal them from all harm. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 
We pray for all who are persecuted, shunned, neglected, or rejected because of prejudice, fear or hatred; that 
they may find welcoming love in Christ. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 
We pray for the poor of the earth, for the victims of warfare and for refugees around the world, that their 
mourning may be turned into joy.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
We pray for the nations of the world, that those in authority will hear, see and feel the love of God in their 
lives, and may they work toward peace and reconciliation with all people.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
We pray for all who are in need of a safe place to live, for those who need food on the table, and for those 
who need protection and companionship.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
We pray for people around the world who are impacted by the coronavirus, we pray for the suffering, the in-
firmed, the disabled, those who are institutionalized, those who are grieving and those who are dying.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
For our own needs and those of others, that God may be our hope and consolation. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 
For all those who are sick or infirmed or who have asked for our prayers: Ena, Sid, Cynthia, Michelle, Jeff, 
Samantha, Sirune, Odin, Thor, Genevieve, Rosy, Cindy, Deborah, Pam, Jeanne, Michelle, Pam, Liz, 
Janice, Nina, Charlotte, Suzanne, Pam Z, Sue, Frank, Jean, Terry,  Joan, Brenda, Sabrina, Barbara, 
Frank, Wendy, Barb, Carol, Ryan, Deanna. 
Are there others? 
 
Bless, comfort and protect all those for whom we pray 
Lord, have mercy.  
 
CONCLUDING COLLECT  
God our creator, you are constantly and unconditionally loving, us even when we stray from you. Hear our 
prayers and guide us into the way of your peace.  AMEN. 
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The General Thanksgiving 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Officiant Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 
  Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever  
  and ever. Amen.  
 
Ephesians 3:20,21 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  When I Heard My Savior Call My Name  (Listen to this song on our website) 
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The CHILDREN’S CORNER 

From the committee for “Enfolding our Children into Worship” 

THIS WEEK’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 

March 15  — Lent III    The Faces of Easter 
 

Lent is the season when we prepare for Easter.  This lesson helps children prepare for the mystery of Easter.  
We move toward the mystery by hearing the stories of Christ’s journey towards the cross and resurrection.   

This week’s presentation focuses on the face of Christ as the one who was baptized and blessed.  

The Prayers of this Congregation 
 

For all refugees, especially those at our southern border; for the farmers across our country who are  
struggling; for Bonnie Perry, our Bishop, for Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael Curry,  
our Presiding Bishop; Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., our retired bishop; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the  

Diocese of the Dominican Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA 
Bishop, SE Michigan Synod; Craig Satterlee, ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod; Stewart Wood, 

our retired bishop; and our whole diocesan household, including St. John’s in Howell, St. Stephen’s in  
Hamburg, Church of the Transfiguration in Bani DR; for Donald, our President, and  

all members of Congress. 
 

For Ena Pederson, Sid Stayler, Cynthia Burdie, Michelle, Jeff & Samantha, Sirune, Odin & Thor, Genevieve 
& Rosy, Cindy, Deborah Pinto, Pam Stotz, Jeanne Nowak, Michelle Wisneski, Pam Sherry, Liz Morehouse, 
Janice Kibler, Nina DiGaetano, Charlotte Kalligeros, Suzanne Johnson, Pam Zawierucha, Sue Schlanbusch, 
Brenda Steinberger-Domienik, Sabrina, Frank & Barbara Davenport, Joan Donald, Jean & Terry Hitchcock, 

Frank Laura, Wendy, Barb Keranen, Carol Bales, Ryan and Deanna. 
 

Please note:  Names will remain on the prayer list for one month.   
In order to add someone or keep someone on  the prayer list, please fill out a new prayer card  

(from the back of the pews) and place it in the offering tray. 
 

Do you know someone who is ill?  Please contact the office and we will add them to the prayer list. 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED 
 Please consider serving as host for Coffee Hour following our 10:30 service.  One time commitment  

only.  Money is budgeted for coffee, food and supplies, so hosts do not have to absorb those costs.   
Sign up on the sheet in the hallway or call the office to volunteer. 

 
2020 US CENSUS 

Keep an eye out for your US Census form and make sure to fill it out and send it in.  Information you 
provide is always kept confidential, and it is critical to the community that everyone is counted. 

 
NEW INFORMATION? 

 Have you moved?  Gotten rid of your landline? Changed your phone number?   
Please let the office know — 586-465-4573 or gracemtclemens@yahoo.com. 
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Officiant:  The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik 
Cell: 203-641-2068 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan 
Ms. Amy Saari, Minister of Music  

115 South Main Street, Mt Clemens, MI 48043 
 Office 586-465-4573   Fax 586-463-9162 

Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com  
Visit us on the web at 

 www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 

 
 

The MINISTRIES of GRACE CHURCH 
 

Currently 
 

 WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Morning Prayer: On our website each Sunday 
 
 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
 

Community Suppers:  
 

Sundays at 4:00 through March, take-out meals only 
Wednesdays at 4:00, take-out meals only 

 
 
 

Father Bob’s Food Pantry: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 10 am -12 noon, curbside pickup 

Serving from 250 - 350 people every month 
 
 
 
 

All outreach ministries welcome volunteers,  
financial donations, or food and clothing donations. 

 
 

Call  the office to learn about helping or giving: 
586-465-4573 

 
 


