
  

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
  A Protestant church in the worldwide 

 Anglican Communion.  

 
Before the Service — Speak quietly to God 
During the Service — Let God speak to you 
After the Service — Speak to one another 

 

Officiant:  The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik 
Cell: 203-641-2068 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan 
Ms. Amy Saari, Minister of Music  

115 South Main Street, Mt Clemens, MI 48043 
 Office 586-465-4573   Fax 586-463-9162 

Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com  
Visit us on the web at 

 www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 

TO JOIN THIS SERVICE  LIVE VIA ZOOM 
 

To join this service online, visit our website at gracechurchmtclemens.org and follow the link. 
 

To join this service by phone, call 312-626-6799 
 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

 

A LITURGY FOR HOME  
 

When life's circumstances prevent us from attending Church 
 

The First Sunday of Advent 
 

November 29, 2020 — 8:30 am Service 
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CANDLE LIGHTING PRAYER 
 

Today we begin our four-week Advent journey to Christmas. As life gets busier, louder and more insistent, 
each week we will stop here and together seek a quiet, holy spot where we can rest and wait and watch for the 
coming of God’s Kingdom. 
We light the first candle in our Advent wreath: the Prophet’s Candle of Hope. The Old Testament prophets 
urge us to pay attention and prepare for the coming of a Messiah who not only brings light to a cold and dark-
ened world, but whose gentle glow can warm even the furthest reaches of our personal darkness. 
 
All: God of Hope, thank you for sending your son, Jesus Christ, to help us know we are Children of 
Light and no longer a people who walk in darkness. Give us strength to follow the example of the 
prophets of old who were ready and expectant. 
 
 
THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Celebrant: Blessed be the Holy and Undivided Trinity. 
People: And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Compassionate God: Remove from us all hardness of heart that we may accept all people as your precious 
children, remembering that when we reject them, we reject you. Amen  
 
The Song of Praise:  Hallelujah 
 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant: May God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in 
the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the 
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may 
rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 

Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 
as when fire kindles brushwood 

and the fire causes water to boil-- 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 

so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, 

no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 

who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, 

those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 

because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, 

and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
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We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, 
or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
and do not remember iniquity forever. 
Now consider, we are all your people. 

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

THE RESPONSE 

 

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

Qui regis Israel 

 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O Lord God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered 

despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 

give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
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The Second Reading   
 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as 
the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual 
gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that 
you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into 
the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church . 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, from Mark 13:24-37 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out 
the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you 
know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at 
the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to 
be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, 
in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
The Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you Lord Christ  
 
The Homily:  The Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  
 
 

We observe a brief silence for reflection. 
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The Affirmation of our Faith 

 
The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God,  
 The Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven:  
 By the power of the Holy Spirit,  
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  and was made man.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day, he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  And his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
  With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.  
  He has spoken through the Prophets.  
  We believe in one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.  
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   The People stand or kneel. 
 
As the church worldwide celebrates the beginning of its New Liturgical Year, let us turn our minds and hearts 
to the larger community of which we are a part, saying: 
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 
 
For all people of every race, nation and disposition: May your love so embrace us all that its power overcomes 
our conflicts, our defenses and our fears. Quicken us to our true nature as your children that we may love one 
another. 
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 
 
For all the Christian churches of the world, Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Protestant, Evangelical, Pentecostal 
and Non-Denominational: May we grow together in our understanding of mission, that we may be strength-
ened in unity and united in acts of service. Call us to the one discipleship with its many gifts. 
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 
 
For all Christian communities, young and growing in Africa, aging and changing in North America: Renew 
our vision and experience of Christian community as ever birthing, ever transforming, ever young and open to 
risk, ever old and full of wisdom.  
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 
 
For those who live in fear and confusion: Whether they be stateless people in refugee camps, or settled people 
hidden behind high fences, give to the vulnerable strength, and to the secure vulnerability, that our human 
compassion for one another may end injustice and give our societies a human face. 
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 
 
For our faith community here at Grace and our Mt. Clemens community: We pray also for those who suffer 
most; for the emotionally and physically ill, for people who are grieving and for those who are dying: May we 
all give comfort and support.  
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 
 
For the larger community around us; counties, our state and our nation, may we care for the children, those 
who are homeless and imprisoned: May we create a world where shelter, food and medical care are available 
for all and where the law protects all people. 
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 
 
For all those who are sick or infirmed or who have asked for our prayers:  Ena, Cynthia, Michelle, Jeff, Sa-
mantha, Odin, Thor, Rosy, Cindy, Deborah, Jeanne, Michelle,, Pam, Liz, Janice, PamZ, Sue, Frank, 
Carol, Candy, Mark, Jennifer, Nina, Susan, Ellen,  
Barbara, Dan, Donna, Herman, David, Keta, Brianna, Helen, Anita, Craig, Matthew, Jennie, Adlee, 
Bella, Al, LaCara, Jerry, Earlene, Dan. 
 
Bless, comfort and protect all those for whom we pray 
Hear our prayer, O God, and grant us mercy. 
 
 
CONCLUDING COLLECT  
On this first day of the new church year, we gather up the prayers of our ordinary life that distract us from 
watching and waiting for your coming; and so we offer them to you O God, knowing full well that only you 
know that day and hour. Prepare us for the time of trial and for your dominion, coming now and at the close 
of the age. AMEN. 
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
A brief silence may be observed. 
 
For all the ways in which we break, 
And wound, and mock your love 
By how we treat each other, 
We are truly sorry, 
And we ask your forgiveness and mercy. 
  
Give us the grace to apologize 
The courage to forgive, 
And the will to reconcile – 
With ourselves, each other, and you. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
Friends in Christ, during this time of social distancing, we are not able to celebrate the Eucharist to-
gether. Many of us are feeling what St. Thomas Aquinas describes as an “ardent desire to receive Je-
sus in the most holy sacrament and lovingly embrace him.” We are aware of this absence and our 
yearning for the real presence of Christ in that same experience we share with followers of Christ 
throughout the ages. Until we meet again in community we can practice a different Christian tradition 
in the practice of spiritual communion. We will now pray the prayer for spiritual communion from the 
Prayer Book for the Armed Services. 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Priest The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
 
Priest Let us pray: In union, O God, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 

Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We 
remember your death, Lord Christ; We proclaim your resurrection; We await your coming in 
glory. Since we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we be-
seech you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord 
Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life 
and in the life to come.  

People Amen.  
 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to pray: 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 
BLESSING 
 
May the blessing of the one, true and Holy God, who made us for love, who saved us by love and who still 
loves us; be upon us and around us, filling us with love, peace and joy, this day and forever more. Amen. 
People: Amen. 
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Grace’s Income and Expenses                                 Capital Campaign 

 
JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY  

Tuesdays at 7 pm on Zoom  (Meeting info will remain as follows each week) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89732417015?pwd=Z0NkeFQ4L2FFSExYelB3WXoyUmFvZz09 

Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015     Password: 683930  Or call:  312-626-6799 
 
 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE  
A blood drive will be held on Thursday, December 17 from 10 am until 4 pm here at Grace.  Visit  

Redcross.org to schedule online or see Martha Houser for more information. 

The Prayers of this Congregation 
 

For all refugees, especially those at our southern border; for the farmers across our country who are  
struggling; for Bonnie Perry, our Bishop, for Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael Curry,  
our Presiding Bishop; Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., our retired bishop; Moises Quezada Mota, Bishop of the  

Diocese of the Dominican Republic; Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop; Donald P. Kreiss, ELCA Bish-
op, SE Michigan Synod; Craig Satterlee, ELCA Bishop, NW Lower Michigan Synod; Stewart Wood, our re-
tired bishop; and our whole diocesan household, including  St. Jospeph’s in Boca Chica DR, Church of the 

Redeemer in Southfield, St. Paul’s in Romeo;  for Gretchen, our Governor;  
Donald, our President, and all members of Congress. 

 
For Ena Pederson, Cynthis Burdie, Michelle, Jeff, Samantha, Odin, Thor, Rosy, Cindy, Deborah Pinto, Jeanne 

Nowak, Michelle Wisneski, Pam Sherry, Liz Moorehouse, Janice Kibler, Pam Zawierucha,  
Sue Schlanbusch, Carol Bales, Candy Dixon, Mark, , Jennifer Holland, Nina DiGaetano, Susan Fox,  

Ellen Laudicina, Frank & Barbara Davenport, Dan Davenport, Donna Hanes, Herman Houser, David Sonntag, 
Keta, Brianna, Helen Stein, Anita Ketterer, Craig Anderson, Matthew, Jennie Berube,  

Adlee & Bella, Al Hunt, LaCara Hunt, Dan, Jerry & Earlene Gardner. 
 

Please note:  Names will remain on the prayer list for one month.   
In order to add someone or keep someone on  the prayer list, please fill out a new prayer card  

(from the back of the pews) and place it in the offering tray. 
Do you know someone who is ill?  Please contact the office and we will add them to the prayer list. 

Goal for 2020-22:  $150,000.00 

Pledged to date:       $85,850.00 

Received to date:     $31,275.00 

The Dismissal  
 
Priest:  Our worship has ended, let our service begin, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
People:   Thanks be to God!  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Oct.. total expenses: $15,989.42 Nov.  pledge income: $12,665.81 

Oct.   total income:   $24,264.98 Nov.  outreach income: $1,089.00 

      Nov.  rental income:   $1,590.00 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89732417015?pwd=Z0NkeFQ4L2FFSExYelB3WXoyUmFvZz09
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