
August 2020 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZING FOR  

CONGREGATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

Did you know that before Bishop Perry was elected here in  
Michigan that she was the rector of a thriving parish in Chicago? 
She was originally sent to that congregation of 20 or so members 
to help them gracefully close their doors, but something amazing 
happened instead! Over the course of the next two decades she 

helped build that small, struggling parish into a powerhouse of faith and service with 
an average Sunday attendance of over 300! She credits this success to community  
organizing.  
 
When I hear this term I think of the community organizers I knew in Cincinnati during 
the 1980’s who were committed to making changes in the inner city to provide more 
shelter and housing for homeless people. They used outdoor rallies, marches, protests 
and various strategies at city hall to move their agenda forward. Religion, faith and God 
were not part of their plan.  
 
So when I found out that Bishop Perry was hosting a community organizing seminar in 
late June for clergy and diocesan leaders, I was a bit skeptical. Despite my reservations, 
I participated in this Zoom training with a few other members from Grace. To my sur-
prise, the presenters talked about their experiences doing this work in large cities AND they were able to apply the  
foundational organizing principles to church development. I gained some valuable insight into how this organizing  
model could be incorporated into church life for the benefit of our members and our ministries!  
 
I still have a lot to learn about this, yet I feel confident in trusting our bishop as she strives to bring this paradigm into our 
diocese. Her goal is to have every congregation using an organizing model to revitalize their faith and local communities. 
So as a beginning point, the workshop participants were encouraged to try out one to one relational conversations among 
our parishioners. Our vestry has agreed to embrace this endeavor and so we will begin in August.  
 
This is how it works: we have a team of Grace members who have agreed to join with me in leading these discussions. 
Thank you to the following people who have joined this team: Martha Houser, Jim and Lucy Smith, Edie Wakevanien,  
Gay Gillespie, Ann Farrell, Pam Sherry, Kris Eckert, Tish Germain and Sue Schlanbusch. 
 
Each of these leaders will be responsible for contacting a specific number of people in our parish to schedule a  
conversation by phone, zoom or an outdoor in person talk. The conversation will last about 30 minutes. After all the  
conversations have occurred, the team will meet to discuss and develop a report for the vestry.  
 
So when you are contacted by one of these team members, I implore you to please take the time to talk with them. Thank 
you in advance for your input and participation in this activity to help us move Grace forward through this pandemic and 
beyond! 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Steve 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE ONLINE VIA 

ZOOM VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND  
FOLLOW THE LINKS  

www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 
TO JOIN SERVICES LIVE BY  

PHONE VIA ZOOM 
8:30 Service:  Call   312-626-6799 

Meeting ID: 881 8016 9300 
Password: 246040 

10:30 Service:  Call   312-626–6799 
Meeting ID: 899 8049 9374 

Password: 382635 
THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 

10:00 am on Zoom 
Visit our website and follow the link. 

Or call: 312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 897 3241 7015 

Password: 683930 
Worship resources are available on 

our website anytime. 

http://www.gracechurchmtclemens.org
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August Birthdays 
 

5  Charlie Carroll 
7  Ollie Ellsworth 

7  Michael Houghton 
7  Sharon Potter 

9  Rachel Westergren 
10  Janet Schwandt 

17  Sara Schlanbusch-Mattocks 
22  Dash Heath 

22  Amnat Chandra 
23  Dave Farrell 

23  Barb Keranen 
23  Gina Valenti 
25  Frank Davis 

26  Bruce Freeburger 

 

Exploring The Beloved Community Sacred Ground Curriculum 
WITH FR. RON BYRD, THE PRESIDING BISHOP’S MISSIONER FOR BLACK MINISTRIES 

Thursdays in August (6, 13, 20 & 27) , 7pm 
Live on Zoom – Registration required!  

Join us as Fr. Ron Byrd, Missioner for Black Ministries and creator 
of Sacred Ground, will lead our diocese in a special four week long 
diocesan-wide exploration of the Sacred Ground program. 

“Sacred Ground is a sensitive, prayerful resource that creates space 
for difficult but respectful and transformative dialogue on race and 
racism. It invites participants to walk back through history in order 
to peel away the layers that brought us to today, reflecting on family 
histories and stories, as well as important narratives that shape the 
collective American story.” 

To register, visit edomi.org/sacredground 
Aug 6, 13, 20, & 27 at 7pm 

You will be sent the Zoom information  
immediately after you register. 

GIVING IN THE TIME OF  
CORONAVIRUS 

 

Even though we are not 
meeting for Sunday worship 
we encourage you to contin-
ue giving to Grace and its 
ministries.   
 

You can give online through a link on our website at 
www.gracechurchmtclemens.org. 
 

Or, you can mail a check to: 
     Grace Episcopal Church 
                  115 S. Main Street 
                   Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 
 

You can also set up a regular debit withdrawal from your bank,  
Please call our office 586-465-4573 for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Though I am gone, I urge you to answer the highest calling 
of your heart and stand up for what you truly believe."  

Share yours with 
us!  What have 
you experienced 
during these  
tumultuous 
times?  Have you 

learned something new about yourself or 
the world or your relationship with God?  
Do you have a funny story or anecdote?  
A recipe you’ve perfected during quaran-
tine?  Pictures of a project or your  
garden?  We want to hear them.  Email 
them to the office at  
gracemtclemens@yahoo.com for inclu-
sion in next month’s Amazing Grace. 
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Pandemic Experiences, shared by Edie Wakevainen 

Last December I spent ten days in Israel and Palestine with a group from Bexley Seabury, the seminary I  
attended. Traveling with her mom, a seminary faculty member, was a lovely, intelligent, quirky young woman 
named Abigail. At the end of June, while anticipating her senior year of high school, Abigail died unexpectedly 
of a pulmonary embolism. Normally, I would have gone to Chicago for the visitation and the funeral. But  
instead I watched the livestream. I still have not seen Abigail’s mom face to face and hugged her. That feels  
so wrong.  
 
I was supposed to graduate from Bexley Seabury on May 15. I was so excited about it, because I worked so  
hard to earn the Anglican Studies Diploma, and I wanted to gather with my classmates to celebrate. But  
because of the pandemic, our graduation ceremony was canceled. We had a gathering on Zoom, but it was 
a poor substitute.  
 
For me, the pandemic has been about unmet expectations. But they are not all the same in impact. In the  
grand scheme of things, missing Abbe’s funeral brought me to tears (in the moment and whenever I remember 
it), while missing my graduation was more of an “oh well.” I’m still thinking about these reactions and what 
technology can and cannot do in terms of connections with those we love. Have you wondered about that? 
 
Edie 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Food insecurity continues in  

Macomb County, and Meijer is 
once again reaching out to help us 
help our neighbors.  From Sunday, 

August 23 through Saturday,  
September 26, you can help  

support Grace’s Food Pantry by 
purchasing Simply Give gift cards 

when you shop at Meijer on 
Groesbeck.  Each $10 gift card will 
be matched by Meijer to support 

local food pantries.   And on  
DOUBLE MATCH DAYS,   
SEPTEMBER 11 AND 12, 

Meijer will contribute $20 for each 
$10 card purchased. 

WELCOMING NEW COLLEGE STUDENTS! 

 
Your Episcopal campus  
chaplaincies in the state of Michigan,  
at Michigan State, Michigan Tech, and 
the University of Michigan, need your 
help! Summer means time for fun and 
relaxing (even in the time of coronavirus) but for university chaplaincies it means  
making plans for the coming year and connecting with new and returning students. 
This is more important than ever as we face huge uncertainties about how students  
will ‘go to college’ in the fall. Summer orientations have moved entirely online and  
the usual avenues to meet students at the beginning of the semester are likely gone  
entirely this year. That means we have to find new ways of making ourselves known  
to students. 
 
If you have any graduated high school seniors (or any parishioners who have grand-
children who have graduated!) who are heading to ANY college campus in the fall, 
please share their name and contact information with your diocesan campus mission-
ers. 

That student will receive a note of welcome (and maybe some cool SWAG) plus  
information about the resources available on campus and online from their campus 
ministry. They will NOT be inundated with emails or snail mail. They WON’T receive 
a personal visit or any other intrusive surprise! If they are heading to a campus that is 
not one of our three ministries, we can connect them to the Episcopal chaplain at their 
school, if there is one. 
Now, perhaps more than ever, we are learning the importance of the communities that 
sustain us, especially the spaces that declare the certainty of the love of God in a world 
filled with increasing uncertainty. Thank you for your help in keeping our young adults 
connected! 

Rick Stanitis, Michigan Tech & Finlandia: chouse@mtu.edu 
Donna McNiel, Michigan State: canterburymsu@gmail.com 
Matthew Lukens, Univ of Michigan: matthew.m.lukens@gmail.com 

mailto:chouse@mtu.edu
mailto:canterburymsu@gmail.com
mailto:matthew.m.lukens@gmail.com


Grace Episcopal Church Staff  
Rev. Steven Steinberger-Domienik  

Cell: 203-641-2068  
Email: pastor@gracechurchmtclemens.org  

 

Clergy Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Betty Brogan  
Minister of Music: Ms. Amy Saari  

Parish Administrator: Donna Hodgson  
 

2020 Vestry  
 

Pam Sherry, Sr. Warden 
Jim Smith, Jr. Warden 

Rosemary Berger, Charlie Carroll,  
Gay Gillespie, Martha Houser,  

Tom Stotz,  Nicki Urban,  
Treasurer: Janet Seewald • Clerk: Tom Stotz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently 

 

COMMUNITY SUPPERS 

Wednesdays at 4:00 pm, take-out only 

GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Curbside distribution. 
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Grace Episcopal Church 

115 South Main Street, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 
Office 586-465-4573 Fax 586-463-9162 

Email: gracemtclemens@yahoo.com 
Website: www.gracechurchmtclemens.org 

Office Hours: Monday–Thursday10:00 am-4:00pm 

 

Book Club They will be discussing  
A Good Neighborhood  

by Therese Anne Fowler.  
 If you have questions, please  

call Ann Strevel. 

Church services are temporarily  
cancelled, but you can still bring food directly to 

Grace’s Food Pantry 
 

Recommended Donations 
Canned Soups, Canned Vegetables and Fruits, Macaroni 

and Cheese, Peanut Butter/Jelly, Tuna Fish/Canned 
Chicken, Spaghettios, Hamburger Helper, Instant 
Mashed Potatoes, Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Cereal,  

Applesauce in Cans 
 

Remember: 

Regular sizes (Not large) 
No breakable containers  

No expired food 

Collection: Any Monday-
Wednesday- Friday 10AM 

to noon 

POSTPONED 


